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—. Editorial 

22 Ca ic a jainst Poverty _ 7 
__ With fervor and enthusiasm, the - media, Church, business chambers, 

workers’ movement launched on . |. Pe ae and political parties are: doing all-they 
May 1, Labor Day, the campaign We must tonsider how the can to manage the crisis,-control the 
against poverty as the high nay of _. various schemes ofthe ° ~ factors that may lead fo a social ex- 
its siruiggle forthe year. ‘reactionaries to manage the plosion, and effect an orderly transition 
“In big demonstrations all over crisis will affect the sweep of of power through thé” élections _ of 

the country, thegprotesting workers’ 1992. This is the reason for the media 
focused national attention on the un- playdown .on mass_struggies, the 

the economic struggle and 

‘paralieled suffering of our people © its transformation into peace campaign of. the Catholic. 
today in the face of severe crises political struggle. Church hierarchy which. promotes_a . 
and calamities. They. condemned ; " bias against miltant struggle, and the 
the harsh national and class ex- early drumbeating of the 1992 elec- _ 
ploitation resulting from the socio-economic policies and _ tions as the solution to the country’s problems. _ 
total-war_of. the US- Aquino regime as a as for. . We,should not belittle but instead_seriously consider 

" these hardships. é . the negative. effects of all this on the sweep of the mass 
_ The workers’ movement called-for the tas unity ofthe struggle, on the broad and rapid participation of the 

toiling and impoverished masses andthe. broad array of spontaneous masses, ‘especially the middie classes. We - : 
the urban petty-bourgeoisie, both reeling froma series of should exert more effort;in painstaking work at the 
hard blows. to. their livelihood. The .campaign against grassroots level and thoroughgoing propaganda. We 
poverty is the struggle not anly of the working class ofall must persevere in encouraging the masses, to take action 
working ‘people, but of the whole nation. — in various ways Which, though lower in form, can mobilize - 

Arms linked together in ane struggle, the Secs! will ~ large numbers and serve t6 rev them up for higher forms. 
defend their. livelihood, “stand up for their rights and _ of stniggle. ‘Positioning at the top levels is important, but 
demand not: only immediate relief but ‘substantial in the main. this should serve to Migprale and intensity 
economic concessions, They will call for the deliverance mass struggles. * 
of the. masses.and of the entire country from imperialist ’ The-second’ point is a reminder, We shouid give time 
impositions, comprador-landiord exploitation and .the for conditions to ripen and for mass discontent to develop 
state which defends and perpetuates all this. - imo huge and intense struggles. Now that the struggle for 

~ Last May 1, the progressive workers’ mavement an ‘oil price roliback-is-developing, let us make sure that -- 
clearly laid down thé line, direction and-aims ofthe cam: street mobilizations grow bigger and bigger before going 
paign against poverty. The success of thig campaign will to more advanced forms.such as the peopie’s strike. 
depend on. how they will snape‘and steer the struggle Let us also be flexible irrusing different forms of strug- 
based onthe emerging i issues, the actions of the forces in gle and in changing the form when conditions change. _ 
contention and. the particular balance of strength be. This way,"we can swiftly maneuver $houk.. aber regiinie” 
tween these forces. > * resort once again to the. tactic ofc giving. a small conces- 

~ AB. swish to Dring out a few pointers and reminders. sion in order to save the larger part of its schame or 
First, we should examine the ‘situation very weil. True, the. policy, ‘delaying. ar unexpected moves, hakat crowds and ~ 
intensification of the crisis will push the masses to in- __ prayers, in order to divide the alliance and make the mass 
creasing struggle. But to generate explosions of mass- struggle lose its momentum, 
Protest on. economic issues, let alone to faise these tothe — We should also be ready to move quickly to a higher 
level of political struggles, we will have to entef into a dif- | form of stuggle should an excellent opportunity present 
ficult and complicated struggie against the new schemes. itself. 
and maneuvers of the reactionariés. Time, ‘painstaking mass work, flexibitty and skill in 

Despite the unabated conflicts. within their ranks, the ~ tactics are what the campaign needs to move forvard 
regime and the main pillars of reaction ‘such as the mass and succe¢d. : =. 

Ang Bayan Is published by the Central Committee of the Com. 
munist Party of the Philippines and Is guided by Marxism-Leninism- 
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APA 
arches and demonstrations by 

more than. 176,000. workers ; 

and other’ oppressed sectors 

all ovér the country last Mav 1, Labor 

Day, marked the launching ofa nation- 
wide campaign agains! poverty and the 

exploiting classes Hep, for ARG 

nalion’s Crisis 

in Metra Manila, about 90,000. 

workers and other ciuzens marched 10 - 

and gathered at We Cuneta. Afier a 

short program, . 25,000 -of them 

proceedad to Mendiola where they 

_continued the rally and filled the air 

, With strong denunciations of the us- 

Aquino regime. 
“Ta Centrel Lucen, 
-workers joined~-the. Labor Day 
protests—§.00) in Pampanga, 3,000 in 
Bitaan, 2,000 in Tarlac, 1,200 in 
Bulacan and 1,000 in Zambales: 

Some 3,500 rallied in Calamba, 
Laguna, 3,000 in Baguto, and-1,50. ip 
Bicol, — _ 

Around 31 500 workers 160k | ie 

ip marches and jjnountra ets 

May-June 1961 eee eT ere 

‘Zamboanga . del None, 

a total of 12,2007” 

eEERUEALD TE thet ee 

at ail uk 

ae ioe Some 15, 000 - 
massed in Cebu, 12.000 in Bacolod, 

2,000 in Leyte, 1,500.in Dumagucte, : 
900 in Panay and 100.in Bohol : 

In Mindanao, 
came out to protest numbered 15,009 _ 

_in Davao, 5,500 in Iligan, $,5007in 

General Santos, 2,500 in Pagadian, 

; 1,300, in 
Surigao and S0c in Cagayan de Oro. 

Demands for immediate telief 
The | ice May 1} actions kicked 

off the struggle of workers and-other. 

citigens.all over the. country for imme- 
diate, sand | eoncrete economic 

* demands. i : 

Among their demands were a 

tollback in off prices, moratofiam on 
forcign debt.p ayments, | reduction of 

powerand wal efrates implementation 

of Wave Orders No. 1 and 2, and das- 
mantting of Whe ning percent impart 
ee 
All these isaucs placed the US-Aquino 
regime on the firin g line. 
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the ‘workers who 

More than two million pamphlets 
flooded “Metro Manila and.-other 
places, The manifesto urged the work. - 

ing -massés to unite and struggle 

against poverty and the pro-im- | 
perialist, anti-people programs and 

" policies of the US-Aquino regime. | 
In a statement together with the ” 

NDF, the Revolutionary Council of 
» Trade Unions called for the overthiow 

of the US- Aquino. regime and the ad- 
vancement of the people’s démocratic 
revolution. Last May 1, more than 200 

activists of the-RCTU suddenly ap- 
peared ‘from out of the ranks of 
workers massed_up On T. Kalaw st. at 

_the Luneta. They staged a lightning 
rally all along Taft Avenue up to the. 
Rizal. Monument .and distributed 
thousands. of COB IES of ne. RCTU 
statement, 7 

In_the newspapers and on radio. 
and ‘TV. programs, the issues and 

“demands raised on May 1 by the 
~ workers. arid other citizens -gained 
“prominence, particularly the call for a 

i Touhack of Peuvleum prices. 

. Progressive leadership 

Progressive. . Sections of the 
workers’= movement - under the 

--Kilusang Mayo Uno and unions af... 
fillated With the WETU (World 

Federation of Trade Unions) led the 

“big May 1 mobilizations. Joining thelr 
‘ranks were multisectoral organizations 

vand personalities from. the People’s 
~ Caucus and other groups: | 

The May 1 actions drew a clear 
line’ of demarcation. bemvecn- the. 
progressive forces: of -the workers’ 

movement, on the one hand, and the 
yellow and reactionaty forces under 

the Trade Union Congress , of the 
Philippines (TUCP), Federation of 
Free Workers (FFW) and some groups 
within the Lakas Mangegagawa Labor 

’ Center (LMLC). The two camps. dil- 
. fered widely and sharply on the issues. 
and demands they were fighting for, 
the capability for struggle and the 
forms of struggle used, and the attitude 

towards the US-Aquiito regime. 
The Labor Advisory and Consult- 

alive Council (LACC) united on the 

need lo wage a campaign against 
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poverty. It forged a Covenant embody- : ee 
ing the democratic and patriotic prin- 
ciples of the alliance. 
“The yellow leaders within the’ - 

- LACC did no more than pay lip service 
to the issue of poverty. Instead, they 

: chose toplay up the issues of “peace” 
and: “democracy” in their rallies. But. 

‘the masses of workers showed little en- 

_ thusiasm. 

The TUCP, FFW and some 

.  LMLC groups could only mobilize’ 
~-gome-2,500 workers for their “break- 

fast meeting” with Aguino at the . 

Philippine International Convention 
Center.. The TUCP rally at the Ninoy 

* Aquino Stadium, attended by 5 000 of 
its members, degenerated into a stage 

for the electioneering of some 
"presidential and senatorial candidates. 

~~ -Other yellow groups held their own 
~ mini-gyies. 

This only showed the inability of 
the bankrupt yellow leadership,to stir 

- the working class into action. 

Wie Rnaueeiees netEa 
of another revolutionary publica- 
tion—Proletaryo;. the voice of 

first issue of the new Proletaryo; 

published by the Revolutionary 
Council of Trade Unions-National 
Democratic Front (RCTU-NDF), 
came out in June 1991. 

Born in 1980, the publication 
made @ significant contribution to 
the growth and. strengthening of | 
revolutionary Consciousness among 
the worker masses for five years. 

In‘the newly releaséd issue, the 
staff of Protetaryo declared that os 
‘paper aims lo serve as: 

@ the powerful voice of tee 
omcun. workers’ movement 
in articulating timely analyses of 
conditions, trends, calls and tasks of 
the workers’ movement as a whole 

and in. various areas; 
i @ potent instrument in forg- 

ing alight and solid political and or- 

revo[u tionary Filipino workers. The. 

While the rallies led by the 
progressives were condemning the US- 
Aquino regime, the yellows were loud-: 

—ly applauding the regime’s promise to. 
- give ten million pesos to a workers’ 
cooperative bank. In exchange for this 
promise, they set. aside the economic 
issues directly and concretely affecting 
the people. 

pares * 

New correiation of forces 

The May 1 campaign strengthened 
the unity of the progressives within the _ 
-LACCand the entire labor movement. 

The yellow leaders and the Aguino 
regime failed to split their ranks. In 
fact, a couple of big unions and federa- 
ions which were not members of 
LACC even: joined the Tallies at 
Lunéta and Mendiola, 

The May 1 demonstrations shone 
» the emergence of a new ddrrelation of. 

forces within the labor movement. The. 
dividing line between progressives and 
yellows could develop into one of SE 

THE. NEW PROLETARYO IS BORN” 

ganizational usy in the fecalation 
ary workers’ movement, 

@an effective vehicle for 
* broadly propagating investigations, 
studies, analyses, assessments, sum- 
mings-up and programs dealing 
with classical and contemporary 
revolutionary practice and theory in — 
the labor movement — 

.@ a channel for the faithful 
depiction of revolutionary life, ¢x- 
periences, arts, literature and cul- 
ture among the working class. 

The June 1991 issue contains, 
among other things, reportage and 

-analysis on the recent May Day 
celebrations (reprinted in this issue 
of AB) and an initial assessment of 
the oe str Ike of Coen 24. 
27, 1990. 

‘ The new Frofeiaryo, now in 
printed form, is an important addi- | 
tion to the ranks of revolutionary 
journalism, whichis beinginvigorated 
in the regions and sectors. 
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port for or opposition to the Aquino 
regime. The polarization could also-be 

: between patriotismand collaboration, or : 

militancy and legalism. 
‘The May 1 mobilization . also 

revealed that many other forces could 
broaden and strengthen the rariks of 

" progressive unionism in the-country: 
The US-Aguino regime ignored 

the issues and demands put forward by 
the workers and other citizens ‘on. May: 
1-It stood pat on its stand againstar ° 
oil price'rollback, the implementation ; 
of Wage Orders No. 1 and 2, and other 
demands. In its usual deceptive stye—~ 
of giving a little in order to avoid 
giving a lot—the regime dangled the 
promise that ij would give ten million 
pesos to a workers’ cooperative bank 

' The regime brushed aside the con- 
- crete. economic. demands of. the 
workers and other citizens, because 

- these were contrary to the interests of 
imperialistcorporationsand banks and 
the “big “comprador-landlords, par- 
ticularly the Aquino-Cojuangco clan. 

Tactical battle 
The .May 1 campaign «and 

mobilization opens the door toa major 
‘tactical battle on the economic‘froat—— 
one between. workers and other. 
cilizens fighting against poverty and 
clamoring for immediate economic 
relief, and a regime bent on pushing 
Unrough its pro-imperialist and anti- 
people programs and policies. 

In-the fight against poverty, the 
workers and other oppressed sectors of 
socety have reached a broad and deep 
unity. Even some elements atong the 
yellows, inthe predominantly feaction- 
ary Congress, in business and within 
the churches have joined in. 

After May-1, atavorable Situation - 
has arisen for the further actvancement 
of the struggle against poverty and for 
~economic relief, Al the forefront is the 
demand to roll back ail priceg--which 
is now the focus of a tactical battle, 

The tactical battle on the issue of 
oil is expected to give asirong impetus 
io the entire canipaige Sgainst poverty 
and to the development of. @ mass up- 
surge throughout the county. ° ® 

‘(From Proletaryo, fine [99]) 
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In 1984, ‘the first national rnilitary cons erence held in 
-Bicci called for the immediate setting up of two guerilla 
companies in the region.. The cadres. and commanders 

pcintec’ out that excellent political conditions and: the. 
growth of revolutionary forces in Bico/ had made f it ripe 
tor big military formations. 

ii) early 1990,- 

sessed more-than five years of practice in the formation 
and oreration of guerilla companies. The following ar- 
ticle, which is based on a document sent by comrades. - 
in Bicol to AB, shows the valuable role played by these 
formations. in dealing heavy blows to the .enemy-and in 
maintaining the ‘momentum of armed struggle in the 
face of massive counter-insurgency campaigns during 
the Marcos dictatorship and the US-Aquirio regime. 

May June 1994 ANG BAYAN 

the regional party committee as- 

advanced on all fronts and finan all-. 
sided way. The armed struggle and © 

the mass movement: surpassed - the 
peaks attained in 1970. 

The revolutionary forces were 
deveioping three big guerilla fronts in 

the peninsula: Albay-North Sorsogon, , 

the preater part of Camarines Sur, and 

[ n 1984, revaluuonaty Gre in Bicol 

“the boundary <of- Camarines Sur, 
Camarines Norte and Quezon or QBZ. 

They were well positioned in four out of 
‘five sirategic areas. in. the 

whole region 
The basic mass organiva- 

, USE TEM IDE sp Satara: 

cept in those areas hard ae : 

Oplan Cadena de Amor 
most all the guenila pe is 
covered a broad mass base. 

” "Phe basic mass organizations, 

armed partisan units and 

_-people’s militias served as the | 
; backbone of the: fast- growl ng 

HIass NOSEMENL 

e Antifascast and antifettel 
“mass struggles were Vi gorous. 

In Albay, the campaigns to” 
“reduce land reat and interest 

+ Fates and 10 raise agricultural 
wages had reached the district 

_level. Mobilizations against 
. fascist atrocities and abuses 

_ were carmied out in barrios 

and provinces. 
The broadening and 

~ consolidation of the mass base created 
the conditions for the establishment of 
One district. guerilla unit (DGU) and 
three front gueri} la. units (GU). The 
“FGUs were plaioon-size, usually com- 
posed of 25 fighters armed with more 
than 20 high-powered rides. The DGU 
was a squad of 12 members with a 
corresponding number of rifles. 

” Annihtlative auacks by the FOUs 

and DGU, attritive actions by afmed 
partisad units, and arms-confiscatioa 
by texolutionary activists combined to- 
push forward the armed struggle. 
These brought in many firearms that 

“went tocnew units doing mass. work; 
the enemy's tight control over 

certain areas: and pave the masses Con- 
fidence to step up their own struggles. 

tedyced 



Successful political and military ac- 
tions: by the revoluuionary. forces tem- 
porarily pushed the local bureaucracy. 
and reactionary military to the defensive. 
Many areas were relieved of heavy, 

_ enemy: concentrations when , military - 
inside guerilla” * detachments located 

fronts and zones moved back to places 
near the highway. 

On the other hand, the enemy 

earned their lesson and strengthened - 

their forces-and units. In 1984, they 

had four regular battalions in Bicol,in-. | 
cluding a Marine Battalion Landing 

- Team, aswell as PC companies and 
police-paramilitary forces in every 
prevince. Former squad or section-size 
detachnients -were beefed up” to 
platoon or even company strength. A’. 

‘full company or undersized battalion 
was used In strikes against guerilla 

fronts. Assault forces of platoon or sec- 
‘tion size operated close to each other. 

The NPA unit found it difficult to ” 

adjust to this néw paftern-of enemy 
deployment and operations. Even when 

“joined up with local guerilla forces, uey 

were eanabie of destroying only-squads 

oroversized squadsofthe AFP. | - 
; Clearly, there was a need 10 raise 

ihe military capability of the revolu- 

tronary forces 10 a higher level. And 

_condiuions had matured to make this 

possible: wide guerilla fronts, a suffi- 

cient number of experienced military, 
cadres and high-powered rifles, 
dynamic mass movements in the cities | 
and countryside. Thus, the first na- 
tional mililary conference called for 
the immediate formation~ of two - 
guerilla companicsin Bicol. The Bicol ~ 
regional party committee affirmed 
this decision. — 

_ Wiping out enemy forces 
~ * One-FGU, two DGUs and. the 

jocal guerilla units of the sections in 
Oas, Ligao and Guinobatan in Albay 

were merged to form Coy AA. Its area 
of coverage was Albay and North Sor- 

sogon.. Two guerilla platoons were’ 
combined for Coy BB, which operated . 
in Camarines Sur-Camarines Norte. -- 

The companies serve as venters of 
- pravily for secondary formations of the 
NPA in the fronts. They are the seeds - 
of the regular mobile forces. 

The main work of the company— i 

as the biggest and most powerful for- 

mation of the people's army in the _ 
region-ris to wipe out enemy forces 
and scize big numbers of high-powered 

rifles. It also helps in the formaton.of 

guerilla unitsin the fronts and adjacent 
ee gions by contributing fighters, arms 

and skills. 

> The guerilla company is duty-. 
bound to uphold the leadership of the 

” Party and support its activities. When. 
not engaged in combat, it takes part in 
mass work, production and political 
campaigns launched by the Party. 

_ Coy AA and Coy BB inflicted 
much damage to the AFP through tac- 
tical offenSives, tactical defensives and 

. defensive engagements. 
The first two were actions where 

the NPA -took the initiative. Tactical 
offensives (TOs) were in the form of 
ambushes, raids, ruses and siege opera- 
Uons. Their success was measured in 
the wiping out of sizeable’ enemy forces. 
or high- -ranking officials and ~ the 
scizure of many high-powered rifles. 

_ Tactical defensives (TDs) consisted of 
“sniping operations,” harassment of 
mobilé or stationary enemy forces and 
“seUting-up-of checkpoints. These were 
waged as part of tactical offensives ar 
launched separately aba phan ee 
‘enemy troops. 

Defensive engagements (DEs) were. 
_ battles: between guerillas and enemy 
‘troops which were unexpected or un= 

planned or where the NPA did nor take 
the initiative. These included chance en-- 

. counters and enemy raids.or ambushes. 
From 1985-1989, the nvo NPA, 

pmnpanicy fought qs battles. seers 

Pa 
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No. of TOs Isunched Sear 
No, Of HPRs selzed 

CoyAA CoyBB - CoyAA . Coy BB 

4 Grae aA 2 aa 5 ae ie 
8 1 68 6 

: 5 4 7S. 14 
2° 1 2 fC) 

3. 4 7 "410° 

“20. 18 + - 446 a7 

offensives numbered 35, more than 
“half of which were raids on military 
detachments of municipal halls. In 
these TOs, 115 AFP soldiers, police 
and paramilitanvelements were killed, 
more than 47 wounded and nine cap-’ 
tured while 163 high-powered rifles 

" were confiscated. - 
_ From 1988, TOs launched and 

_HPRs captured Started to decrease in | 
numbef (see graph). In 13 of the 19 
TOs during 1987-89, no firearms were 
captured. The factors behind. this 

i. trend were the new political s situation 

engehdered ‘by the EDSA uprising : 
and the improvement in the enemy ’s 

tactics, techniques, training and 
weapons in line with the new military 
strategy of gradual constriction. The 
revoluuionary forces not only had to 

adjust to the greatly changed political 

conditions but also needed io acquire 
combat experience in the higher level 
ofwarfare,  - x 

TD actions such” a Siping and 
harassmentnot onlyinflicted casualties 
on the enémy.but also weakened their 
morale, aggressiveness and arrogance. 

These succeeded in blocking attacking .. 
enemy forces.and even causing them to 
withdraw, Through checkpoints, the. 
NPA bagged some important officials 
of the AFP. But ihe TDs were few in 
number. In some years, the ‘two com- 
panies were not able to launch any ac- 
tions Of (nS type whatsoever, =~ 

On the other hand, the two NPA 
companies engaged in 23. DEs in all. 
Coy AA bore the brunt of these, be- 
cause of massive counter-insufgency 
campaigns in its area of operation 
from. 1985-88. In general, the com- 
panies succeeded in preserving their 
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forces’ during DEs and, inl some in: 
stances, were even able to“turn thé 
tables on the enemy and cause heavy 
damage to them. A-total of 63 fascisr 
iroops-were kiiléd. and 28 were | 
wounded in these engagements, while 
‘the NPA suffered nine killed and 15 

wounded, 
In July 1985, enemy troops had en- 

circled the newly formed Coy AA in 
Mabayawas, Oas, Albay. The Red 
fighters counter-atlacked fiercely, 
resulting in what has teen called the 
“Fongest battle in southern Luzon.” Six 
AFP troops. were Jilled and several 
others wounded, . ineeBingadiguienant 

org 
-aboard a helicopter hivby machinégun =. 
fire from the guerillas. An entire AFP 

', platoon was decimated when, in the 
confusion, their own units fired on 

each other—reinforcements against 
those being reinforced.” 

Miltary tactics and techriques— 
“TRE Wo NPA companies became 

skilled in waging various forms of 
_military. operations. Crucial 10 their 
victories were good intelligence work, 
meticulous planning and appropriate 
tactics and techniques. 

intalligence work lays the basis for 
planningand military operations. After 
ihe company command has identified 
the target, the intel staff formulates a 
plan for combat intélligence. From the. 
network and assets they have or- 
ganized, they gather together and 
process all the important and relevant 
data regarding a particular target. 

"Apart from this, they do offensive in- 
telligence-—that is, persanally ap- . 
proaching of penetrating the target in 
order to get first-hand (A-1) info. 

n 
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Thougtt ‘Often lacking in person- 
'_nel, training and funds, the intelligence 

staff performed. well its function -of 
providing combat intelligence for every 

~militafy operation. ° = 
Planning involves selecting the 

form and: manner, tactics and techni- 
ques to be used; preparing the require- 
ments for battle in terms of arms, 
fighting morale,. logistics, medical 

- needs and launching stations; and con- 
ducting a dry-run of the operation. The . 
two NPA companies carefullyattended 
to all these aspects and drew up com-, 
prehensive’ plans. The planning 
process, however, needs-to be refined 

~ and to enlist the full participation ofall 
members of the command. © 

As a whole, the tactics and techni- 
ques used were suitable for the type of 

~ operation launched, But many of these 
have become outmoded-in the face of | 

. the regimé ’s escalation of its total war 
and the military's improved capabilay. | 
The NPA has to develop more ad- 
vanced methods of warfare, especially —- 
in night operations, small-unit tactics, 
commando - Operations, advanced 
marksmanship, and the use of heavy 

- weapons -and different kinds Of ex. 
plosives capable of destroying modern 
armamenis, véhicles an SnEInY. for- 
lifications. 

The most effective operationsof the, 
NPA companies were ambushes on 
enemy troops in transit and raids on 
dejachments and municipal halls. These 

~ brought in the most humber of firearms 
and inflicted the heaviest casualties on 
the enemy, — 
The companies also. effectively 

employed explosives in both offensive 
and defensive actions. Coy BB used 
bangalore torpedoes in raids. on 
fallitary detachments, ; 

‘There were some weaknesses in 
this area. The guerillas had a number 
of fugasse—a homemade explosive - 
which can be attached to planis— 
which. they did Aol usé in any single 
battle. Some explosives tot carefully’ 
placed were easily discovered by the 

.¢nemy. Others deteriorated due 1o- 
lack of proper care. At times, land 
mihes and blasting caps were left be- 
hind in the field of barue. 



' mMasses—arousing, 

: 

. and helped out in farm | | 

~- région. 

the 

.them for the revolution— 

se 

Mass work and 
production work.” 
“. Though they are 
mainly a fighting forte, | 

NPA “companies: | 
engaged jn mass work. 
They integrated with the 

or” 
ganizing and’ mobilizing 

especially during periods 
when they -have no | 
military operations. They «| 
also provided’ medical- 
dentalservices, distributed 

medicine and relief goods 
such as food and clothing, 

work: and household 
chores. The ume they 
devote to-this is limited, 
compared to other NPA 
units whose main job is 
mass work. 

' The companies. also 
assisted. local NPA units . 
dad Party-committees both 
inside -and outside the - | 

They _ provided . p 
military draining = and... 
firearms tasecondary NPA- 
units in the localities, such.- 
as the district guerilla unit, 
armed. propaganda’ unit and people's 
militia, From. 1985-86, ‘the two com- 
panies. sent Red fighters and high- 
powered rifles to Mindoro and Palawan, 
as well as to-regional, front and district 
“headquarters. During the ceasefire, they 
helped in conducting political work and 
providing security for territorial units 
and the national and regional panels of 
beNDFL a) 2 sé 

_ When the US-Aquino regime 
Jjaunched its foal war, the nwo com: 
panies took secondary units under 
theif wing and taught them how to 
Fespond to the difficult situation and 

_ the attacking’ enemy forces. They also 
launched action’ which- delayed “and 
Reutralized the formation of the Alsa 
“Masa and other vigilante groups in 
Bicol. , 

However, some weaknesses and er- 
fOrs in mass work have emerged in the 
‘PA companies. Many newly recruited 

mainly a fighting force, NPA companies d. 

‘fended to 

ig of 

-glitrillas have not come up to the high 
standards of courtesy and coneern for 
the masses which were set by the earlier 

generation of Red fighters. They. have. 
also beén Jax in doing propaganda work 
whenever they are with the masses, 
Violations of the Eight Points of Atten- 
lion have become more frequent.” 

Many Red fighters in the companies 
"have to undergo thorourhgoing political 
educauion, deepe: intcgration with the 

a masses and better training ip propagan- 
da work. : 

Apart from mags work, the NPA 

companies Wok part in production to 

meet.their own needs and to lessen 

the burden on. the masses 
their own economic 

projects such as planting rice, carn, 
Mongeo, vegetables, frast trees and 

_ Other crops, and raning animais, They 
also helped the masses nearby in dif. 
ferent tasks on the farr . 
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They’ 

~="€omrades © who 
committed errors or 
violated the policies and 
regulations of thé.com- 

; peat ach 
@ productive way 6y as- 
Signing them to plant 

* bananas or root crops in 
. the plots of the:masses. 

Command unk: 
. The command unit— 

is composed-of the com: 
manding officer, vice 
commanding officer, 
first vice commanding 
officer,, second ‘vice 

- commanding officer, . 
“political. officer and | 
heads. of the. intel- 

_ ligence, ‘finance, medi- 
. ca] and fisison staffs. In 

| 1986-87, the CO vas 
member ‘of —~ the 
Regional Qperational 
Command (ROC): He 

- ds integrated into: the 
<Bnit to insuré quick im- 

"she plementation of the 
ies? o plans, orders cand. 

5s work, policies of the higher 
command. The CO 

running the company. once 
The CO and the PO lead in much 

Of ihe work: In some units, particularly 
in intelligence and other kinds of staff 
work vathin the company command, 
the IVCO acts.as the leader, while the 
CO assists him, a 

The command unit focuses on 
operational plans and day-to-day ad- 
ministrabon, and assesses and sums.up 
the work: The COs, platoon leaders, 
squad leaders and staff heads are the 
key people. 

Command responsibility is the.or- 
gsnizational principle which operates 
‘in the guerilla company. There were 
times, however, when | collective 
decision-making was practiced to ex- 
cess, thus diminishing the command 
responsibility of the CO, platoon 
leader Or squad Jeader.. Collective 
decision-making-can contribute to the 
meking of sound decisions, but it 
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NPA: ‘Bicol launches si series a atlacks™ 

The NPA-Bicol launched 39 an- 

nihifative and. attritive actions from 
January {o April 199%, signalling the 
renewed momentum of revolutionary 

armed struggle in the region. 

These miliary actions occurred In 

the provinces of - Sorsogon, _ Albay, - 
‘Camarines Sur, Camarines Nore and 

_ Masbate and. included five raids, two ~ 
ambushes, two “movements to con- . 

tact,” and 29 small partisan and sniping 

i 4 : aot 

The operations netted 48 high: 

powered rifias for the NRA, Including a 

number of machineguns, and three 

handguns. Plenty of ammunition and 

some radio. communications equip- 

ment were also seized. A total of 71 
fascists were kHled and. 69 were 

wounded, while five surrendered. 
Ons of thesé was the successful 

ambush*on PNP forces in Bgy. Dap- 

dap, Uson, Masbate last April 21. Killed 
were Col Rogelio Montorte,-ths PNP 
provincial commander, “Sgt. Jose 
Rones and a CAFGU member ‘Three 

soldiers were wounded. 
Also in Aprit, ) we of gee at- 

_iacks and. Havas 
Saeco TEE 

five. detachments of the PA and 
' CAFGU in Libon, Oas, Ligao and Pio 
Quran, all in Albay, resulied In seven 

enemy soldiers slain,.11 wounded and 

_two captured. The NPA contiscated 
three Mi4s, one M16, three Garands, 
ong. 30. caliber machinegun, 4,500 bul- 

lets and military equipment 
, On May 18 was the raid on a PA. 
CAFGU: detachment” Somewhere. in 

~ Albay. (The-AG correspondent did not 
mention the specific place.—fd.) 
Seized weie four MiSs, two Garands, 

ore M14: one .38 caliber pistol; some ~ 
§,000 bullets and a radio. Six soldiers” 
were killed, Ti were wounded and one 

surendered, One guerilla died, 
-. Aseries of offensive and defensive 

"actions by tha NPA also punciuaied 

ihe first quarter of 1991. AB correspon- 

derks sent these reporis; 

Senuaty See 
m Six tactical defensives carn ied 

~ out by the NPA for three days in Lib- 

manan, Camarines Sur resulted in 14” 
PA troopers killed, including Lt. Gerry 
Gatdula, SOT supervisor of the PA-in 

_ «Camarines Sur One M14, thres VHF 

should enhance. the system of com- 
mand responsibility. 7 There should bea 
good balance bepveen the two 

Another problem was that most 

political officers and instructors were 
not-able to function effeetively. Their 

contributions were minimal. This can 
be moted in the lack of cadres who 
have. experience in” ‘territorial Party 
work and come from the petty-bour- 

. geoisie or intellectuals. Another 
Teason was the. failure to grasp the 
orientation of the: command ad- 

ministration and the Party committce - 
and their respective tasks. 

In many casés, the command unit 

extended its scope to Partyissues. The 
division of responsibility between the 
command unit and the Party commilt- 
lee or its Executive Commitiee was not 
clear. The Party committee in {he com- 
pany and the Party branch in the 
platoon provide comprehensive lead- 
ership. The Command units of the 
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“February 

_defensive action againsi enemy reinfor- 

_ one .45), and destroyed.a V-150 anda 

4 “troopers “were killed and -one was 
“wounded One M203 and three M16s 

. Sur also took a Neavy: toll on the 

radios and 25 pouicaeees were neized., 
m@ A reid in Hinagaan, Donsol. 

netted one M60, four M14s, four Miés © 
and one grenade rifis. 

mg NPA attack on PNP detachment 
in San Jose, Pilar, Sorsogon and 

cements brought in six HPRs (Mt4s 
and M 16s),-bwo-handguns (one .38 and 

transport truck. 

March — 
-g@ Raid on enemy detashment in 

Malipo, Guinobaian, Albay. netted 
seven HPRs. Ong PC lieutenant was 
killed. ; 

min NPA attack on motorized tar- 

get.in Bo. Baligo, Paracale, four — 

were Seized. 

“Snipi Ag. operations” ‘in February 

and March in Dei Gallego, -Samarines 

enemy: 16 killed and many wounded... 

company, ‘platoon and squad take 
-charge of operational plans and day-to- 
day administration of work. The prin- 

ciple of collective leadership or the 
committee system operates within the 

Party, while commands or orders are’ 

- followed in the day-t0- wey ailatte of the 
company. 

Meetings of the platoon and squad 
administrations were also few and far” 

between. This gave rise to problems in 
implementing the “three democracies” 

and in building healthy relations 
among-the units. 

~ On the whole, the command func- 
tioned competently. Nonethicless, the 
system of oommand responsibility 

needs to be further improved, 

Finance and logistics - 

The regional party committee 

took on the main responsibility for 
generating the funds and logistics 
needed by the ROC, its six formations 
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_ andits seven staffs. It raised funds from 
sources both within and outside the 
country, revolutionary taxes on class 
enemies, contributions by allies and 

special operations. 

Most of the arms and ammunition 

were produced in battle; others came 
‘from the masses and allies. However, 

- except for firearms, most of the logis- 
tics were bought and solicited. « 

One note on special operations: in 
some cases, they brought in substantial 
funds and logistics and were carried 
out ina correct manner. However, 

“there were many incidenis which 
produced negative results in’political 
terms. These operations, which were 

implemented without the approval of 
the regional committee or its execulive 
committee, damaged our political 

work amengihe middle forces amd en- 

couraged the rise of lumpen tendencies 
in the people's army. Thus, it was 
clarified that only the Party regional 

& 



committec..or..its:. executive commit. 

-tee—notthe ROCor its commander— . 

has-the authority to approve Special 

operations. 
Despite the best efforts of the 

2 whole Party organization, the finances 

were inadequate to meet the needs of 

the ROC and its units. On many oc 

casions, operational expenses and 

military supplies did not arrive on. 

time, This impeded.the quick and ef-_. 

* fective implementation. of tasks and 

ynilitary operations. It was also partly 

the reason why some officers and Red 

, fighters resigned and poned to legal 

lifes 
The sudden a in financial and 

logistical needs could have been 
_ avoided if at the start, in line with the 

RC decision, only the two companies 

had been formed and the service staffs 

had been organized gradually. The 

manner in which the companies 

~ operated also added to the strain on 
funds and logistics. In the main, they — 

were “concentrated, although there 

were limes when, they could have 

divided into platoons to lessen the bur-, 

den on the masses supporting them. 

One step taken to ease the burden 

cegpaeatireeduce, (he 1 units and: staffs — 

under the direct control of the ROC. 

Nonetheless, it cannot be denied thata | 

growing Party afd army organization 

made up of full-time revolutionaries 

* has increasing financial and Jogistical 

_ requiremengs. This is an objective nved 

that ae Party is determined to meet, 

despite present diff ficulties engendered 

by the political sityation and its sul 

limited capabilities. ~- : 

Leadership of the ROC 

From June 1986.10 the first 

quarter of 1990, the ROC went : 
through two reorganizations, The first 

ROC was composed of three members 

of the Party regional committee, the 

two COS of oversized platoons, the 

CO of the two companies, and the co 

of the Regional Partisan Command 

(RPC), Under it were 12 units: two 

guerilla companies, two oversized 

platoons, the RPC and the Seven Ser- 

vice staffs, 

_ and 

March-June 1988. 

“This organizational ~ ‘structure 
strayed from the RC decision in its 
1986 plenum that the ROC should ab- 

- sorb‘only the two guerilla companies. 
- The newly-formed ROC.was immedi-” 
ately saddicd with heavy respon- 

sibilities. It had to ead and administer’ 

the newly created companies and staffs. 

command could notkeep pace with the 
initiatives taken-by the cadres. — 

Despite all this, the ROC should. 

be commended for total dedication to 

its work and determination tashoulder 

weighty responsibilities. 

# A plenum ofthe RC in the second 
quarter of 1988 decided to reduce the 

lt bad to implement not only its own load of the ROC, The RC called attén- 

program but also the orders and direc: 
tives of the highér organ and command 
regarding’ the ceasefire, special 
projects, coordinated military actions 

the mihtary ey, from 

The ROCfound it difficult 10 cope 

with the demands ofleadership and ad- 

ministration. Fulfilling immediate 
tasks 100k up much of its time. It was_ 

able to provide. close and. effective” 

guidance and supervision to only one 

company ‘and the RPC,. virtually. 

neglecting other units. It could: not 

respond swiftly to probfems bugging” 

the leadership.. 

. Because it was confronted with so 

regularly or frequently. Oftentimes, | 

quick and superficial consultations s sul- 

ficed to deal with problems. There was 

no assessment or summing-up of the ~~ 

“major aetivities: of the staffs or of 

“military campaigns. and actions. The 
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Fed fighters discuds bate plans 

tion to the fuct that the existing struc 

ture no! only overburdened te ROC 
but also took away from the guerilla 

‘front commilttees direct control over 
iwo oversized platoons. This stifled the 

> fronts’ capability to take the initiative 

in military nffensives. . 

be overooacentration of forces 
under the ROC also gave rise to ir- 

ritants in relations between the tocal 

forces and the guérilla companies. In 
_order to form the two companies, 
military cadres and Red fighters had to 
be taken outoflocil guerilla units. The ~ 
deployment of personnel to facilitate 
the setting up of all the service staffs 

- aggravated the problem: The depletion 

many tasks, the ROC could not meet of cadres assigned to-loca] work was: 

one main reason for the general 

‘weakening of mass work during this 

period. . : 

This experience showed the im- 

portance of developing the PIpaniza: 

HOA sep: : 
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In 1988, 

ganized. To insure that. it could meet 
easily as a body, it was made up of RC | 
meinbers who were NOt directly han- 

dling particular army units. And only 

two companies were placed under it. 
Greater impetus was given to the 
fronts to form Jocal guerilla-units. 

The new ROC gave immediate 

attention to the nationwide coor- 
dinated campaign against the Aquino 
regime’s total war-It launched big tac- 
tical offensives to step up the momen- 
tum ofvevoludionary armed struggle 
in Bicol. 

.~ But it was not able to achieve its 
targets. In thesix ROC-Iled offensives, 
only one resulted in the seizure of- 

high-powered rifles. Instead of an- 

nihilative attacks, the actions became 

attritive. This proved that to counter 
the higher level of warfare now being 

‘waged by thé AFP, the ROC must 
upgrade its capabilities in combat in- 
‘telligence, planning and actual opera- 
tions. During this time, the ROC 
leadership also suffered big losses 
when two of its finest commanders 

were killed. 

..Party leadership In. the companies 

In 1983, the armed struggle was 

advancing steadily: front and district 

guerilla units were being formed and 

“Jocalguerilla forces such as armed . 

propaganda teams, partisan units and-—=aguaglevel cme ae 

the ROC was réor-_ 

1986 

people’s . militias were growing. 
Guerilla bases were emerging: the 
basic mass organizations had reached 

,ihe level of organizing committees 
“and the agrarian revolution was’ 

developing vigorously. Revolutionary 
forces. were expanding rapidly 
throughout the whole peninsula, in- 
cluding Masbate; The urban: mass 

-movement was progressing and the 
anli- pidge alliance - Browing 
Strong.. 

The Party in the region saw that 

_conditions were ripe to begin the 

Step-by-step separation of the army 
Organization from the < Party 
_machinery. To serve as its “afm in 
military affairs, ihe EC-RC created - 
the Regiona i Military Suiff The RMS 
organized | the first. regional military 

conference aad- prepared a draft 
course for basic military training, 

Not jong after this, the RMS was 
dissolved and the EC-CC took charge - 
of military work for two years” This 
was partly the reason for the delay in 

_the setting up of guerilla companies 
in the Bicol region. It was only. in 

that .the RMC 

were established. 

When the two companies were 

formed, a Party committee was set up. 
ai company level, Pariyssection at 
platoon level and Party groups at 

a eee 

The education department “ol ‘the 

Party in the Bicol region recently 

launched 8 campaign to siudy selected 

Ang Bayan enicies as part of Rs pro- 

gram to raise the knowledge of Party 

members on how to effectively combat 

tne US-Aquino regime's fow-int tansity 

conflict (LIC) sireegy. 

The campaign started last Decem- 

ber 1990 and was schecuied to end in 

Adarch 7991, 

The department found AB anicles 

an advanced experiences of miliary - 

and pdikical struggles in vanous parts 

of the country to. be most useful and 

‘(Regional , 
Military Commission) a and- the ROG " 

Unlike those years when the army 

formations were small, the Party sec- ° 
tion and Party branches mét rarely 

and did not function well, This was 
also the case in the Party commiuee 

during 1988-89. Political officers, in- 
structors, eerOups and teams were nol~ 
active, 

One factor that led to this situa: 

tion was the lack of a clear delinea- 

tion of responsibilities between the 
_ company command and the Parly 
committee, between the Party section 
and the platoon command. In short, 

there was confusion regarding the. 
orientation of the Party units and 

_their role in the system Of administra- 

tion. This pointed “torthe need’ for 
Party cadres assigned to the anny to 

be educated and trained in com- 

prehensive leadership. : 
In a mecting in 1986, the ROC 

clarified the system of operation of the 
Party commitice, section and groups, 

_ but the situation did not substantially: 
change after this. Greatly needed are a 

formal course on how Party units with- 
in the army should function, the 
proper delineation of the work-of the 

* political officer, instructors and groups, 
. and the training of poliucal gioups. 

" from squad to company level; and the 
infegrauion into the companies of 
cadres experienced in temiterial work 
ee eee andreinvigorate 

AB Study on 

relevant in the work of Party unis In the 
femaory. 

Among these anicies were “The 
Se¥-Defense Forces" (June 1989), 
“Total War and People's War. in - 

Negros” (Nov. 1988), “Samar Guenilas 
Stand Firm against Enemy Campaign” 
Qlanuary 1990), “Operation Skylark” 
(February 1990), “Armed Struggle in 
Mindanao Gains Momentum (April 
7990) and “Recavery Work. in Davao” 
(June 1990) - 

Other AB aricies which widen the ~ 
perspective of Party clements were 

also included, 

See area 

Same of these were. "Reforms in 
tha-USSR" (Nov. 1989), “Polanzation 
on Agrarian Questions” (editorial, Apdi 
1990), “Lessons of Mass Work in Min- 
Ganao” -fAgi 1990), “One Thousand 

and One Activists for One Thousand 
and One Tasks” (May 1990), “Letter to 
the YOU" (editorial, June 1990) and 
“Revolutionary Government in Samar” 
(June 1990), 

The’ education depariment celled 
for the repreduction of AB issues 
and/or selécted.anicies tq ensure that 
each Party collective has as own 

Copy. . 
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sored, scheme of-low-intensity. conflict. 
Like their-brother Isnegs of Marag Val- 

ley (48, March-April 1991) and the. 
‘Higaonon warriors of Northern Min- 

danao (AB, April 1990), the Subanen 
masses are fighting alongside the NPA 
to. foil the total war policy of the US-. 
Aquino regime and the AFP. 

“New warclouds loom 

. way into and around identificd NPA » 

, pie: 

The total war of the US-Aquino 
‘yegime began treacherously. While a 
ceasefire agreement was in place and 
peace talks were being held between. 
the government and the National 
Democratic Front, the AFP started to 

reposition its troops in the BBC. Two | 
army. battalions under Task Force 

Cobra of the 10Tst Brigade in western 
Mindanao surreptitiously inched their 

areas of operation. 
The 441st-IB moved camp from 

Pinan, an intenor town in Zamboanga 
del Norte to -Punta Blanco in 
Manukan,. located on. the, outer 

periphery in the northwesternside. On 
the other hand, the 32ist IB was 
deployed from Willaramos, Manukaa 
sGuthward to Inuman, Sindangan. 
From their new dispositions, 

and company-size . units 
gradually advanced toward known 

guerilla zones and Subanen- “populated 
mountain villages: 

Clearly, the fascists were poised. 
for a big attack. 

‘The enemy forces arrayed against 
the revolutionary forces were for- 
midable. The AFP had more than 
2,000 combat irGops, both military and 

_ paramilitary, three Sikorsky gunships, 
and 105 mm. cannon, mortar and 
bazooka firepower. 

. From May 1987 until June 1988, 

AFP oops overran mountain villages, 
__ §trafed houses and pounded the forest 

with bombs, 
In the latter half of 19884 

into the mountain areas, From 
Manukan and Sindangan, the 301st 
Charlie company sidled up to the 
towns Of Pinot and Sindangan while 
the Bravo company advanced towards 
the interior of Siayan. The 44un" IB 
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AFP. . 

up 19° 

mid-1989, APP troopers moved deeper 

cg < 
rg 

sell gia fia 

took forward positions in the moun-. . 

tains of Katipunan which surround the 
northern part of BBC. Fascist soldiers | 

_ penetrated into the sitios of Dikup, 
Fimagas, Katipunan and of. Balam- -.. 
pugan, San Antonio, Sergio Osmena 
a there set up camp. The town of. © 
Sergio Osmena is centrally situated — 
along the mountains of Ampiro, 
Dapiak and Malindang. : 

Entrenched in these strategic posi- 

tions, the AFP thought it could easily. 
destroy the BBC front by end-1989, 

- In the last quarter of 1989, AFP 
launched its bipeest battle so far in the 

region. For the first time, it launched 
brigade-size military operations, un- 
leashing three Sikorsky. choppers and 

powerful 

Food deliveries to suspected NPA~ 
controled areas were blocked. Fascist _ 
soldiers began daily artillery and can- 

non-moriar attacks, forcing the Sub- 
anens. to flee. They issued an 
ultimatum to the revolutionary forces; 
Surrender or die-before the year eruls! — 

BBC stands Ita ground 

The military campaigns wreaked the 
“most havoc on unarmed people. The *- 

number of civilian casualuies, among 

of armed combamn. 
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gunfire on the mountain | 

~ areas of BBC. 

them children, was many times over that- 
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Both the NPA ree units and 
theterritdrial activists worked urgently 
to study enemy moves and counter the 

next round of attacks. Actions of-the’ 
NPA units were complemented by 
those of the armed masses. 

. The YM (militia units) devised 
defense plans: for their own. villages: 

They had just undergone training on 
how to detonate locally-manufactured 

explosives. They made more and better 
booby traps-—hundreds of gahung and 
balatk planted along strategic foot- 
paths and ridges. 

The GRE (grupong pagdepensa sa 
Kaugelingon-or self-defense units) in 
the villages located favorable hiding 
places for noncombatants during mil- 
itary attacks as well as Storage areas for 
their food supplies near pinpointed 
RPs (rallying points). The masses then 
organized themselves into sevéral 
“teams, squads and platoons and chose 
their respective leaders. 

Al the same time, sniping teams: 
within the YM prépared their weapons, 

. Cleared all mancuver and retreat areas 
and routes for every team, and tug pits 
and foxholes deep in une fores. They 
redefined lines of coordination berween 
the ‘YM and the guerilla unit, lines of 

defense and disposition of forces, and 
laid down appropriate tactics and 
methods. 
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These preparations were nothing. 

new to the revolutionary masses. Since 

the time of the dictatorship, they have 

lived their lives in the Mountains, sur- 

rounded by constant danger. Everyone _ 

has-evolved his own way of coping with — 
4 

the war. 

week of October 1989. The once quiet 

 ypountain range resounded with guafire. 

Choppers faked guerilla snipers 

below with machinegun fire and rockets 

put failed to beat back sharp-shooting 

Red fighters on the ridges. Whenever a. 

chopper succeeded it’ temporarily dis~ 

‘Jodging snipers from their position, the 

latter would simply move to a more 

Despite their m massive @ firepower snd overwhelming 

numbers, the AFP could not match certain qualities. 

of the revolutionary forces—deep roots-among - 

_ the masses, mastery of the terrain, capacity for 

_ extreme hardship and, above all, determination| — 

in in fighting for a just cause. ge ot 

favorable spot On another slope: In the 

bate on the ridges, sniper bullets 

downed 35 fascist soldiers. 

- Nevertheless, the combined AFP. : 

CAFGU assaults went on, and with 

more fury, for the next five days. They 

burned: farms, animals and houses. 

'Machinegen attacks by aight and aerial 

. evagua 

detachments, confiscating three M-14s, | 
five Garand rifles and several rounds of 
ammunition. Three. soldiers were killed 
and four surrendered. 

Return with a vengeance - 
The embarrassing defeat at the 

hands of small fighting units of guerilla 
fighters and revolutionary—masses 

- pricked. the AFP’s_bloated.ego. In 
November 1989, the encmy returned 
and struck hard at the areas where. they 
believed .the masses were hiding. 
There, AFP-CAFGU elements shot 

‘gw indiscriminately at every moving ob. . 
ject. By February 1990, thousands of 
Subancn and Visayan families. had 

chated to the lowlands, ; 
ormonths, AFP- CAFGUraiders 

_ swept through the mountains, closing 

“all possible. exit points and cutting 
supply. lines. However, the snipers, - 
DTs and militia units which were 
strategically positioned on higher 

The fascists were heavily demoral- 
ized. Compou nding the AFP officials’ 
worries was a strike staged by ~ 
mutinous soldiers against ‘their bat- 

" talion commander over corruption and 

non-payment of their salagies. In July 
1990, two companies of the 32ist IB - 

. burned and, deserted their camps ir 
_ Katipunan and Sergio. Osmena. 

During the final stage of the 
military drive (from November 1989 to 
July 1990), more than’65 enemy sol- 
diers .were killed, an undetermined- 

" number were wounded and ten high- 
powered rifles seized. The revolution- 
ary forces suffered ten casualties. 

- Drawing lessons _ a 
The NPA in the BBC “guerilla 

front paid ‘glowing tribute ‘to the - 
_ braveryand determination of the fight- 
ing Subanen. masses who fought 

_ alongside them to repel enemy attacks. 
‘Small fighting formations made up 
mostly of Subanens—as snipers, DTs 
and militia units—played a vital role in 

the NPA's Victoties. 
Was it a defeat for the fascists? 

Su rely the massive resources expended’ tad 
and terrible toll of lives during the en- 
tire period of their destructive cam- , 

paigns in the BBC were signs of 
' desperation. Despite their sophisti- 
cated weaponry and numerical supe- 
riority, they. were -up against 

ground were quick (0 spot them and, at.--eFevolutionary. forces with mallee 

" BLriKES By Cay sowed Veen uetignatTass “ “every~eppertune time, ‘dealt “them 
a wide swath of mountain area. During 
this period, the Masses and the Ret” 
fighters, suffered severe: hardships - in’ 
the forest. They-ate coconut meat, 
kubong and wild leaves. for weeks, 

shifted position many times even in the 
dead of the night and‘were constantly — 

exposed to the elements. 
Hunger and disease stalked 

children and older and sick men and 
women who had sought refuge in near- 

by lowland villages, Fascist troopers 
showed no mercy and even raided their. 
temporary refugee centers and confis- 

’ cated their limited food suppliés. 
Falling to pin down their quarry, the 

' AFP temporarily halted operations. 
Seizing the opportunity, an NPA unit. 
successfully overran two AFP-CAPGU 

ne 

' felling blows, 
Together with secondary units and: 

remaining “YM membess, the NPA 

Tegulars launched and sustained acrive 

enemy. They organized themselves and 

the other combat forces into small snip- 

-ing and harassment teams and maxi. 
mized the use of explosives, native booby 
traps, sniping techniques and other’ 
forms of harassment against the enemy. 

_ These teams frequently hovered - 
‘around enemy camps scattered in the 
mountain areas, With darkness ‘and 
woody hills as cOver, Uney sprung swift,” 

surprise attacks On the enemy. From 
.February to July 1990, sniping opera- 
tions alone killed more than 30 enemy 

" erdopers. 
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they could not match.” 
The revolutionary fighters bad 

deep rcois among the masses, com- 
plete mastery of the terrain and the, 
capacity to bear extreme hardships. 
- Above all, the NPA and” the 
revolutionary masses were determined 

to resist the intraders waging a bar- 
‘baric war against the people. Theirs 

. Was. a just struggle agains? Cemuries- 
old oppression and -exploitation ia 
their homeland. “oS. 

Once more,.the AFP has. been 
beaten back. But the guns will not be 
silent for longand the revolutionary for- 
ces must prepare for renewed war, W! 
is likely to be flercer than before: They 
must persevere fn standing their ground 
and boldly push forward the revolution... 
ary armed’ ‘sruggie| inthe sav ey: 
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tr nt ternati io nal 

ht June 17, I 1990, FSLN militants held. a hana) cont in El Cees some 630 a 
kms. south of Managua, the capital of Nicaragua. They assessed: the results of the 

February 1990 elections where the UNO, a coalition of forces opposed to the Sandinista ** 
government, defeated the FSLN. They also drew lesso 

“running the government from 1979 to 1990. ees 
_ The assembly discussed and approved resolutions on n the situation in iNicataia oe Bae 

ns eon ihe FSLN's ba In 

the overthrow of Anastasio Somoza, the reasons behind the FSLN defeatinthe February 

elections and the new situation which ne and RE aa: ane. tasks a the FSLN Stat oe 

under the new conditions. 

The FSLN subjected its rev, plutiona nyprogr ar to ‘fr ank, open :and dir
ect daancans a 

. by adl the. people and the Sandinista foe nore Bs pal approval i ina Congres set for me 

. February 1991. - ; 

The June 17 resolutions appeared i in Barricada International The following reprint : ‘ — 

by ABis a condensed version. ‘Phists the first of two parts, : — 

ince July 19°1979, our revolution 

has called on all Nicaraguans to 

aed aigs a historic task of eliminating 

Somocismo, fighting the legacy of un- 

derdevelopment and poverty, carrying -, 

‘out far-reaching changes to benefit the - 

majoriry,setting the foundations for 

the exercise of genuine democracy and — 

asserting full sovereignty and national 

For the past decade,'the FSLN bas 

sought 10 realize these objectives. 

However, external and internal condi- 
tions blocked the full realization ofthe — 

revolutionary project. 

~ Among the external factors, she 

policy of aggression against Nicaragua 

by successive US governments is the 

main factor responsible for he erosion 

ef ovr -revoluuionary project. The 

Cental American governments, cling- 

ing to traditional siructures of ex- 
ploitation and domination, supported 
the counterrevolution, thus isolating 
the Sandinista government. From 

. December 198i onward, avast plan of 

” tailitary, 
diplomatic aggression was unleashed 
againstour Revolution and carried out 
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economic, pdlitical and. 

tions. 

In addition, nahe: 

- To these external factors we must 
add the following internal factors: 

" a) In-making the necessary, social 
changes, our government did dot al- 

’ ways take into account the traditional 
features of Nicaraguan society, 

b) Within the country,’a ‘Blo op. 
posed fo the Sandinista government 

- emerged, with real possibilities of des- 

tabilizing the administration. This bloc 
brought together. Somoza. supporters, ° 
anti-Sandinista business people, large 
landowners and well-off peasants, in- 
digenous communities-from the Carib- 
bean coast manipulated by the CIA, 
influential sectors of the Catholic” 

church, political partiesand professional 
associations from the traditional right 

. wing as well as politically backward sec~ 
tors of society fram both the countryside 
and urban areas’ ; 

c) ‘Practices from socialist 
countries were reproduced which led 
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- conflicted with the 

, continually until ‘the February a - BS to take up d one- party style in n the: 
political leadership of society and to an 

panes ase se2 sLQountties... excessive cmpbasis on the, control and ° 
entered a deep crisis, thus decreasing 

our. possibilities “of POUnerACiBE ne 7 
‘effect of the war.” 

_centralization ‘Of public administration. 
» d) These. policies were often car- 
ried out it a coercive and bureaucratic 

« fashion. The model we began to build 
with socialist orientation in practice 

program of 
reconstruction and national unity. ; 

Despite these. adverse factors, the 

“balance is positive. The revolutionary 
-government achieved the broadest and 
most profound social, political and 

& 
economic gains in our history. 

‘The slicctscel defeat, 

¢ election result of February Ks) 
Hand its historical consequences 

cannot be fully undérstood without a 
thorough analysis of the Revolutioa’s 

&cUOns. 

The immediate reasons why the 
majority of our population woted 
against the PSLN are evident: the 
Patriotic Military Service (SMP) and 
the expectation that a government 

we 



“nothing ¢ other 

. the social and political exhaustidn ac- 

" friendly to the United States could im- 
prove the economic situation. Accard- 

ing to polls and studies carried out by 

national and forefgn organizations, at 

Jeast 50 percent of those who voted 

against the FSLN did so for one of 

these two TeasOns. - 

cumulated over long years of fighting. 

The bulk of the population understood 

that the prolongation ofthe war was’ 

linkéd to the. hostility of the Us 

government and its basic conflict with 

the Sandinista Popular Revolution. 
‘For many it was impossible to un- 

derstand how an FSLN election victory 
could effectively speed up ‘the achicve- 
ment of peace. On the contrary,’ it 

seemed possible that an UNO victory 

“_would putan end to the war, given its ex- 
plicit allianée with the Yankee rulers. 

Nevertheless, 1{ was not feasible 

for us to do away with the SMP as Jong 
as the contras remained a threai to the 

people and their revolutionary govern- 

ment. The SMP was a fundamenital fac- 

tor in the failure of the imperialist 
effort. to eliminate Sandinisra through 

Military victory. 

The PSLN recognizes that Certain 
policiesaid situationstended tadistance 

16 

Targe, 

some social sectors from the Sandinista _ 

_ Revolution. These included: 

, nationalization. policy 
_ which in its first stage led tothe indis- 

a) The 

criminate confiscation of land from 
medium and even some small 

private producers. 

“b) The forced purchase of basic 

this “THT Ou: 

roadblocks, with which we tried to im: 

prove urban supply. 
c) The struggle against specula- 

nae to which traders reacted negative: 

ly in political terms. 

a) The sale of products with a ra- 

tion card, which was introduced to 

defend workers’ real wages, and which 

turned out to be unfavorable to the in- 

” formal sector uf the economy. 

"ey The confrontation. with the 
‘Catholic hierarchy and some Protes- 
tant churches which carried out anti- 

Sandinista campaigns, which affected 

the FSLN's image, despite the par- 

ticipation of Christians, Catholics and 
Protestants in the Revolunon. 

f) Abuses and violauons on the 

paft of EPS Sandinista Popular Army 

and Mint (Ministry of Interior) sol- 

diers and officers, as well as govern- 
ment officials and PSLN leaders, which 

divided the peasantry, 
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Sandinistas celebrate their 1979 victory— 

fain ayflicial | prices and. the ace 
‘complishment. of © AMENLy, 

g) Ignorance of the situation of 
the . Atlantic Coast’s. indigenous 
peoples-and the mistakes made as & 
result, ac: 

There were other factors behind 

the FSLN’s electoral défeat, One was 

the serious economic crisis which was 

“mainly due to the structural imbalan- 
ces left behind by the Somoza govern- 

sand. the. effects. ef the 
international. economic. crisis. These 

” were exacerbated to an extreme by the 
United: States policy of aggression, 
which included acts of fsabotage, block- 
“ades, blackmail and war. 

-The accumulated effects of the 

economic crisis, the blockade and the 
war severely affected workers, small- 
scale merchants, crafts people and 
campesinos. UNO and the Yankees 

capitahzed on all of this, offering the 
- people an end.to the war, the suspen: 
sion of the trade embargo and abun- 
dant foreign funding for short- term 
economic improvement. 

Another serious mistake was our 
not having foreseen the electoral 
defeat and our lack of preparation for 

suchaneventuality. This, despite infor- 
mation that there was a detenoration 
in our electoral base, | 

For years our aim was to con- 

sOlidate the Revolution’s social base, 
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“rather than seeking consensus. Al- 
though this was important to effective- 

ly Mage the- struggle against the 
Sofioza dictatorship and US military 

and. economic aggression, it brought 
about an almost military structure and 

discipline in the party and government. 

Moreover, the FSLN acted as a 

part and extension ofthe revolutionary 

state, and its militants had to carry out 

many tasks vital to the survival and 

progress of the Reto! lution. However, 

these actions coninbuted to the 

LN’s political exhaustion. 

Correcting weaknesses 
and mistakes 

failings and = errors 

weakened our image and pol litical work 

to be broughtto light, through a broad 

process. of criticism. Although-these » 

provlems were not decisive in the elec- 
toral result, it is essential to the 

FSEN’s health and unity that it take 
the appropriate corrective measures. 

Among others, the most negative, 

phenomena observed are: author- 

itatianism; lack of sensitivity to rank 

and file demands and concerns, the 

silencing of criticism, and bureaucratic 

leadership styles and the imposition of 

exders and organizaliottal structures. 

Our ability to communicate with 

important séctors of our. population 

diminished over the years, despite the 

close. contac which. many Sandinista 

leaders maintained with broad popular 
strata, This problem was aggravated by: 

a) Sectarian political behavior in the 

PSLN’'s Various levels of action and in 

most of the mass organizaons. 

b) A lack of political links with 

non-organized sectors, 

¢) Fhe assignment to local leader- 

ship posts for over-long periods of those 

who were not from the region and had 

no natural link with its population. 

d) Excessive professionatization of 

party structures. 
&) Amore demanding approach to 

granting membership at the grassroots © 

levels than to companeros with ad- 
ministrative posts. 
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e eléctoral defeat has allowed the — 
which : 

‘f) Lack-of political attention to... 
Sandinista sectors such as the historic 

combatants and collaborators. 

There were also modes of be- 
havior which affected the moral 

authority and example offered by San- 
dinista cadres and militants. A few 
companeros led lifestyles which con- 
trasted with the difficult living condi- ” 
tions experienced -by the majority of 
Sh oer There wereindividuals 

; ruption, for a variety of reasons, who 
. mere-kept in their posts or transferred 

to equivalent or even higher ones. 
Some Sandinistas with civilian and _ 

_ military responsibilities and grassroots - 
activisis were also arrogant and abused 
their power.” 

The Correction of many of these 

problems is already under way.. Pro- 

gress has been made in the internal 
democratization process; the election 
of intermediate and grassroots leaders 
has begun af a national level; a frank 

process of erilicism is poing ahead in - 
* various. party ‘fora; and all the FSLN’s 

organizations are debating ‘Political © 

problems and a.variety of tasks. 

Despite all these weaknesses and 
Tailings, the FSEN‘s management of 
government has been the most honest 

and respectful of the popatation in all 
of Nicaragua's history. Neither the 

government nor the capitalists who 
brought this country to ruin, nor their ~ 

mass media, have the moral authority 

10. give the Sandinistas lessons in 

honesty. 

The current situation 

he results of the February 25 elec- 
. tions were unfavorable to the - 

. FSLN- However, notall the 55 percent 
of voters who voted: for UNO have 

. anti-Sandinista ideologicalaffitiations, 
nor are they-committed to political 
loyalty towards the current govern- 
ment or the coalition itself Only a” 

‘ minority can be cleafly defined as an 
obviously right-wing force and there- 
fore susceptible to being mobilized by 

extremist sectors. 

. Cludes “workers, peasants, 
“young people, “business people and 

Majority of that 55 percent in- 
women, 

professionals who could be drawn 
‘together around Sandinism’s patriotic, 
popular and nationalist program. The 

' 41 percent of voters who voted for the 
“FSLN, despite ‘the extremely high 
~ human and material cost exacted from 

- the Nicaraguan people by macs 
must be consolidated. 

However, the result of the recent: 
elections was a victory for imperialist 
policy, which succeéded in dividing our 

~ peopic. We must overcome this div- 
ision, avaiding thedabels of UNO sup- 
porter versus Sandinista in our speech 
and actions, fighting at all times for the 
people’s unity, to group the various 
sectors around their principal interests. 

Antl-Ssndiniate ie ray in Maneque pact of the 59% whe voted for UNO 



~ and Som 

* The FSLN’s elec- 
toral defeat has en- 
‘couraged a regrouping 
of the counterrevolu- 

- tiotiary forces, which 
aspire to reverse ‘the 

Revolution’s basic _ 

transformations and 
re-establish Somocis- 
mo. 
© Prominent among. 
‘them are capitalists. 

istas known 
as the. Miami Group,, 
who are attempting t to 
regain property and inGucnce--in the 
‘country’s political life. AJongside them 

we find the leaders of Cosep and other © 

oligarchs, who-are trying te destroy the’ 

trade union movement, evict the cam- 

pesinos from their lands and forcibly 

lake control of companies and gocxis. 

Also in the counterrevolutionary camp 

are the group of eight parties which for 

one feason or another have taken up 

hard-line anti-Sandinista positions and 

he leaders. of trade union and other ur- 

ganizadons linked lo these panics. 

+> Currently. the Catholic church sup- 
ports the povernment and exercises a 

decisive influence over it, especialh yin 

‘the field of education. In the meantime, 

pels sectors of the Catholic church 
and Protestant denominations aré ac- 

tively ean. (christianity in the 

- _ Rewhiuon, 

ioe 53 government) hayneverbeen, 

HOT will tl he, a passive observer of polit 

caf events on Nicaragua. Extremist US 
Ae rs will make use of their vast 

Kescif@es_and the possibiliues afforded 

item by the current government to 
promote the Counlerrevolutionary proj- 
ect and attempt to wipe out Sandinism. 

Donations and loans offered by the 
United States are generally Hed to the 
dismantling of revolutionary changes. 

Their effect can already be felt in the 
ideological spheré and this will continue. 

In a systematic manner, through the 

penetration of the educational sysiem 

and the mass media” 

‘They are encouraging the erneér- 

gence of pro-imperialist wade union or- 
ganizations, which seck to divide the 
labor movernent and destroy the revolu- 

wo. as Saaies 

Wher ne Sandinisias mace Reagan see red, he sent in the “tresdom fighters” 

‘tionary unions. And they are trying to 
disinember and disorganize the main 

revolutionary institutions, particularly 
the armmd forces.and the FSLN itself, 

"The government is enjoving a | 
ee of international credibility and on 
the domestic level mos: of the popula- 

“tion is still willing to give iL ume to show 

whether or not it is capable of keeping 
ils PRIS: Despite this _generalh 
favoratde situation, it still does nat have - 
a consolidated political base which could 

be shaped with support from im- 
periatiom, backing from the church and 

the advantages repr cemted by holding | 

power, 

The so-called Las Paimas Group— 
which represents a sector of reformist 
capital and influenced the attainment of 

the transition accords-—controls the ex- 

ecutive bul does nat have its own politi. 
‘eal party and mainuains a precarious 

alliance in the Nationa} Assembly with 

the most reactionary sector of UNO'S 

jeaders. The right-wing extremists are 

also represented in the execuitve and 

hold other relevant government posts. 

From a Class perspective, we are 

dealing witha pro-US bourgeois govern 

ment whose instincis and program favor 

the dismantling of the Revoluuion. The 

extreme rightwing forces and the US 

government are making efforts to push. 

ihe .currenl government towards 

counlerrevululionary radicalization, 

towards the complete eradication of 

Sandinism. However, to date, influential 

groups which, from.a.political perspec- 

live, are Uying to avoid a precipitous 

confrontation With the FSLN, ‘pre- 
dominate in the excoutre. 
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_.« ‘Theextensionofthe 
junterrevolutionary 

_ program will ultimately 
depend on the correla- 
tion of forces insunuggle: 

n the one hand, the 

democratic and Tevolu- 
tionary Ones; on the 
‘other, those who would 

Teturn to the Somocista 

ee 
-.Jhe displacement: 

of the’ FSLN. from 
political power in no | 
way means the end of . 

the revolutionary project or the disap- 
peatance of Sandinista organizations 
and institutions. The FSLN- is 
Nicaragua's largest political party, the 
most solid despite the electoral defeat, 
and maintains organic ties with broad 

‘sectors of the population. ° 
Agreements. such as thatof March 

27, for the peaceful and orderly transi- 
tion of power, and that of April 19, for 

contra disarmament, were a, political . 

victon,. for. Sandinism and ail of - 
Nitaragua’s democratic forces, since _ 

they slowed down the aggressive nature 
of the counterfevolution and the US 

government 

The agreements preserve the in- 
tegrity ofthe niilitary institutions created, 
by Sandinism. Although they are under 
ebligation to subordinate themselves to 

the government within the. legal 

ramework, their own patriotic and 
popular training is thé best guarantee . 
against their being used as tools with 
which lo. repress the people. 

The Sandinista labor and grassroots 
organizations are the largest and most 
solid in the whole country. The FSLN . 
presence within thedifferent branches of 

the state and thevarlous government in- 

stitutions and companies is a factor of 
balance against attacks from the extreme - 
right wing, 

The FSLN "ssirength is great, bulwe 

should not underestimate that of the 
enemy and must work with urgency to 
consolidate Ourselves politically .and 
ideologically. That is, overcome our in- 
ternal difhculties, adjust to the new con- 
ditions, regroup foroes and launch 
ournclvesinto smuggle. . @ 
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Is the market the solution to socialism’s 
economic ills? The two articles reprinted by 
AB in this issue caution against too much 

adoration of the free market and puts if in its 
- proper ‘place. 

In “The World, the Free-Market and the’ 
Left,” Robert Pollin and Alexander Gock-. 
burn reaffirm the fundamental’ econemic 

positions of socialismeand defend economic 
Planning and an activist state as indispen- 
‘sable toalsfor broadening democracy and 

~ raising mass living standards. They recognize 
~ that ceniral planning, as practiced, distorted 
"certain premises of socialism and ran into 
“fundamental difficulties, but “its substantial 

. successes should not be e forgotten: "On other ’ 

@ 

views 
hand, they provide ample evidence of how 

\. free-smarketeerism has led to bleak conse- 
quences in Third World countries. while it 
has not been the key factor in the successes 

_ of “model” capitalist economies such as 
. Japan and South Korea.. 

Meanwhile, int his} book “Perestroika and the 
Concept of Socialism,” Agdas Burgunt 
Says that while the market can resolve @ 

ae number of economic problems, socialist 
socteties at present face a more basic prob: 
dem—and that is conceming the ownership 
Of the means of. production: He argues that 
state monepols ownership of the means of 

» production remained only econamic 
socialization and failed to become teal 

= Socialization ér what he calls “social 
Homelessneds 1h Amesica (above) and mass poverty inthe Third socialization,” The latter can only be réal- 
Wadd Qatew):tretinarheieeriark provides na eahution Bed when production and the whole of 

‘society are organized ac. cording to a system 
of cooperation, that is, a system consisting of 
“associations of free and equal producers.” 

In Burganov’s view, this—and not the 
statist socialism developed by Stalin—is the 

scientific socialism envisioned by Lenin. 
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was startitig its economic renewal, along lines administered 

by free-market theorisis and reviewed by the World Bank 

_and the Internaticnal Monetary Fund, In the Soviet Union. 
itself Gorbachev's perestroika was firming into a profile of 
capitalist reform. Appeats for food baskets from the West 

advertised most vividly its economic disintegration. 

The surrender by the Soviet Union of any weighty adver- 

' arial role secmed, in the hopes of strategists in Washington, 

“Robert, Pollin teaches economics at the University af Callfor- 
nia, Rivérsicte, andis on the national stesnng commities of the 
Union for Radical Political Econamics (URPE). Alexander 

Cockburn's column,"Beat the Devil” appears every other week in 
The Nation. 

This article, published in The Nation, February 25, 1991, has 
been condensed and simpiited by AB. 
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-yeat ago the capital list future: appeared as rosy as the old 

Avision of Socialism as the shining path. Eastern Europe. 
io announce a congenial era in the economic arrangements of 
the world. The major capitalist powers would lead in dispas- 
ing planetary capital, resources and trade opportunities. And 

" groyth would ever be on the rise. 
Such were the imagined outlines of the “new. world 

order.” A year later, despite the fact that their long-term op- 
timism has not dissipated, shadows have a over the rosy 
expectations of free-marketéers. 

The Eastern Enropean economies are reeling, ‘The days 
of cheap Soviet energy; which had fucled their postwar 
growth, have ended. Unemployment has surged to levels un- 
faniilias to local populations though well known-to workers 
farther west. There is a catastrophic shortiall$10 billion or 
more—in anticipaled capital investment from the West, 

The world’s foremost capitalist power is fighting'the ef- 
fects of serious recession with that aegation of free-market 
theory, mililary orders from the state, In the fourth quarter of 
1990 the gross national product of the United States fell by 
2.1 percent, the worst drop since the 3.2 percent figure for the 
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third quarter of 1983. The latest unemployment figures, for 

Detember, showed a loss of 232,000 jobs. The deficit 

promises to be large enough-to test even the most hardened 

- nerves: $318 billion. . 
Far from being on the threshold of a new world order, 

the major capitalist powers face a period of increasing rivalry, 

as the rows that led to the temporaty collapse of the. GATT ~~ 

trade talks in December ilustrated. = 

Nowhere do the promises | of a year ago look more empty 

than from the perspective of the Third World. The outlook ~ 

was never good and, with higher prices foroil, lower prices for 

commodities, larger interest payments on their debi and, 

throughout the ‘Near East and Southeast Asia, the disap- . 

pearance of remittances from workers in the Persian Gulf 

” region, it has become desperate. 

So the economic idiom cf the fee marketeers I isnow one 

of prolonged sacrifice. The reat living standards for peoples 

supposedly basking in it blessings continue to fall. [tis there~’ 

fore 2 good moment 10 examine the fundamental claims of 

“The free-marketeers. Does the’ present situation signal merely 

"an uncomfortable detour alonga path thatissound,following 

a mode} essentially impregnable in its assumptions? Is the 

Saas eu forever a Cul-de- Ae one of history's s false turns” 

in the ais 

Thé Market Love Feast 

ESpie mounting crisis, free-market thinking continues ° 

is advance in Latin America, Asia and Africaas well as 

Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. One after another, 

~-suciahist-economies aré placed under the charge of. frec- 

-marketeers‘and turning towards private enterprise, a free 

market and foreign investors to-solve-their crises. 

Witha few variations to account for local conditions, the 

formulas being advanced through- 

out the world ate fhe same: in the 

short term, rapid. and deep cuts in 

wages, social spending and subsidies 

to control inflation and provide a 

climate of stability for business, in 

the longierm, fundamental restruc-. 

- turing, ivolving the deregulation of 

_ business, wholesale scll-offs of 

public: -sector enterprises. ‘elimina- 

sion of tariffs and other-barriers to 

international wade and inducements 

to foreign multinational corpora- 

. Hons. ; 7 

rer 

7 al ue 

Problem is such as Shortages of 
consumer goods in the Soviet 

' Union have discredited 
socialism and led to the 

embrace of free-marketeerism. 
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‘This passion for the free market has many reasons.ih: 
Eastern Europe, the discrediting of communism has en-.- 

_ couraged the embrace of whateverseems most contrary to the 
old order, Elsewhere other factors have been more impor- 
tant—primarily, slow growth or even actual decline in real in- 
comes, ossified institutions, crippling levels of indebtedness. 

Others have been driven by simple desperation. Govern- 
menis believe that they caanot restructure withoutsubstantial 
aid, credit and investment. This can come only fom the ad- 
vanced capitalist Countries and international lending i institu. 

tions—primarily the IMF, World. Bank, US government and 
multinational banks. Though the benefit of external support 
is debatable, there is no doubt the way to qualify for such sup- 
port is by showing a commitment to the free-market model. 

Finally, there is the spur of self-interest. However muda 
- gamble a free-market anprozch may be for society at large, it 
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almost certainly pensote the class of highly educated and in- 
temationally connected professionals--the “traveling clas- 
ses,” technicians and business people—that so strongly 
supporlit. Meanwhile, the niasses seem pers aat downright 

resistant ‘ : 
‘In Poland, Solidarity was able to push through its 

austerity programs only after the composition of the: party 
_had. shifted .dramatically from, workers, to. intellectuals. 

"December's presidential runoffdemonstrated awidespread, if 
unfocused, opposition.to the government's economicstrategy. 
In Czechoslovakia, Finance Minister Klaus, a free-market 

" economist, is widely opposed, reportedly even by President 
Vaclav Havel. Throughout Eastern Europe polls show alarge 
majority of rural families-—95 petcent inthe former East Ger- 
many, 90 percent in Czechoslovakia and 70 percent in Bul- 
pariaand Hungary—have nodesire.to take up ies ferns 
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Morocco, Tunisia, Nigeria and Algeria all experienced 
bloody street rioting in recent years in response to the sudden 

price increases or severe cutbacks in public. expenditures 
- resulting from IMF free-market adjustment programs. Five 
hundred people died in Algeria’s 1988 riots. In Sudan, Jaafar 

el-Nimeiry's governmént was ‘toppled in 1985 after an IMF- 
approved plan sparked an urban insurrection. Zambia's Presi- 
dent, Kenneth Kaunda, had to cancel an. IMF-approved 

program in 1987 afier.food riots killed 15 people. 
‘The free-market programs of President Carlos Salinas de — 

Gortari in Mexico also face widespread opposition, and he in- 
creasingly relies on repression. Im Brazil, Collor was elected in 
1989 by asmall majority over his lefList opponent not because 
people wanted an unbridled free-markeicer but because, on 
the contrary, he sold himself as apopulist, clean-governament 
candidate. In Peru, Alberto Fujimori won in the presidential 
election largely because he challenged his opporeni’s ad- 

—socacy of free-market shock therapy. Yet since taking office, 
Fujimori himself has carried out austerity policies. 

But we cannot repudiate the arguments of free-market _ 
governments purely because they face opposition. Coulditbe, 
as free-marketcers remind us, that opponents of the model 

are too predocupied with the short-term pain that inevitably 
precedes long-term gain? Let us then fix our gaze on the 

longer term. Do the celebration of the market and the rejec- 

tion of Jarge-scale government intervention find justification 

in the recent historical record? Is it true that governments 
that regulate and reédis- ; 

tribute are’ the cause of 
the indisputable crises 
faced by so many of the 

_ world’s economies, and 

that free-market capital- 
ism .can .gesolve those 
Guises? in “Bact, such con- 

“Gere entirely. 
warranted and based on ' 

myths and fallacies. ; 

Myth #1: Socialist 

Has Been a Dicaste: " 

he failures of central. 

. planning under what 

were the “actually exist. 

ing” socialist governments. 

are now universa 
stood. Chief among ‘them - 

was the way in which the. 
lack of ‘democracy :en- — 

gendered an .all- -powerful, 4 
stifling bureaucracy. Cen- 
tral premises of socialism 7 
were, ime and. again, - 

debauched. Bul. $ubstane. 

tial successes should not 
be forgatien. During the - 
early phases of central 

a2 

Fidél Castro’s Cuba stands well ahead of other Latin. 
American countries by any health or social indicator. 

aiaamiiné the Soviet Union and China recorded stunning 
growth. 

In the period of the first nwo five-year pian from 1928. 18 
1937, while the West was suffering through its worst depres- 
sion, Soviet industrial growth as measured by. conservative - 
Western analysts averaged more than 12 percent. Under the 
duress Of war mobilization and: Stalinist purges, growth fell 
during the third five-year_ plan, but it took off again after 
World War Il. CIA estimates place industrial growth al an 
average of 9.3 percent during the 1950s, more than twice the 
rate in the United States over the Same period. Even 
Friedrich von Hayek, the renowned free-market economist 
and arch-foe of-central planning, acknowlédged “the con- 
Spicuous successes which the Rusia have achieved in cer- 
tain fields.” 

in China, industt tial growth ave ape 11.2 percent be- 
tween 1952. and 1978. Allowing for misallocations of resour- 
ces and. uneven quality of output, this: was sull an 
extraordinary achievement, creating from a near void the 
foundations for China’s economic modernization. In terms of 
living standards, take changes in life expectancy at birth, a 50- 

" cial indicator regarded as the most standardized and reliable 
measure Of a population’s physical well-being. When. the 
Cormunists-came to power in 1949 average life expectancy 
was around 40 years. It had Tisen almost ten years by 1957— 
that is, until the period of the Great Leap Forward, which 
Rupsuees a severe famine and a-decline in life expectancy. 

; ~- After this, however, life ex- 
pectancy regained its rapid 

, fate of. progress until the 
early 1970s. Since the late 
1970s—from the time Deng 

“Xiaoping attained power and 
began implementing market- 
oriented reforms—it has not 

raved, Nevertheless, as of 
1988, . life expectancy ‘in 
Ch was 7O-years, @ full 

ecade more than the 
verage in those countries 

the UN characterizes as . 

‘Cuba. has also aliained 
remarkable _ achievements 
“through the: egalitarian ethos 
underlying: its planning ap. 
paratus. By any health orso- 
‘cial indicator, Cuba..stands 

(well ahead of all other Latin 
| American countri 
ample, life -expec 
“Cuba in 1988 was 16 years, 

_ While the average for Mexico, 
Bragiland Argealtina~-Latin 
America’s three largest . 

~economies-—was 69, 65 and 
“FA years, respectively, Cuba 
has also virtually eliminated 
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_ illiteracy,’ and its rate of infant mortality of tweive per * 
thousand live births is com nparabl etothe US figure often per 

.. thousand. 
‘Relative to those ofother countries in the Caribbean and 

- in Central America, Cuba’s economy has also been successhil 
‘in producing a wide range of commodities both for domestic 
consumption and for expori. Most impressive has been its 

' development ofa capital goods industry, despite the 31. -year 

Jege and an expert On the Cuban economy, reports that “ap- 
proximately one-quarter of investment spending on capital 
goods in the 1980s.was on. machinery and. ‘equipment 

, produced i in Cuba,-a level no other third world economy the 
size of Cuba has attained.” Items being manufactured for 
domestic use how. include irrigation equipment, air-con- 

ditioning and refrigeration equipment, sugarcane harvesting 
machinery, ° semiconductors, batteries and railroad cars. 

, Among. its nontraditional exports, Cuba counts shellfish; ~~ 
citrus fruit, medicine, iron and stee! products, nonelecinical 
machinery and the cowhkle baseball. 

ie is popular to attribute the present crisis in ‘the Cuban” 
economy. tosome inherent failure of socialism, to inefficiency — 

and moribund central planning, and to credit any of its suc. 
cesses to past infusions of Soviet aid. Of course, there have __. 
béen errors and inefficiencies, bul the problems plaguing the | 
economy cam be explained mainly by Cuba’s status as a Third 
World island in a straitenéd international climate: the dis- 

solution of favorable trade relations with Eastern Europe, 
tupuer oil prices, falling sugar prices and hard currency ih 
desperately short supply. As for Soviet aid, it accounted forsix 
to seven percent of Cuba's national income—high by Latin 
“Standards bur no: unique. Other Latin countries, including 

Bolivia, Costa Rica, Haiti and Honduras, have received com- 
parable levels of aid relative to the size Of their economics, 

West were largely failures, leaving Poland, among other, i ina. 
' Third World-style debt crisis. 

But ceniral planning also faced «more: fundamental dif. 
ficulties. Over time, it showed itself lo be much more capable 
of. mobilizing unutilized resources than managing an 
economy of increasing complexity. Workers, meanwhile, did - 
lack motivation. This is not, however, a‘natural byproductof 

| guaranteed full employment. The problem with authoritarian. - 
US embargo. Andrew Zimbalist, an economist at Smith Col central planning is that it creates no-affirmative work incen- 

tives toreplace hungerand j insecurity, the traditional prods 10 
- labor effort under capitalism, Material incentives in the 

- ‘socialist countries were too weak becausé of consumer goods 
‘shortages, and.moral exhortation failed so long as workers 
had no control over workplace conditions, production - 
decisions or labor organizations. Repression became the only 
remaining motivator, and this proved insufficient unless aR 

_ plied with a vehemence worthy of Stalin. 

~ Myth # 2: Government intervention Under 
Surgicling Also Been a cas 

Be gi g in the mid-1930s, most governments of. 
Latin America embarked on heavily interventionist policies. 
“Theirmain idea was to encourage domestic manufacturing. 

. Through a plan of “import substitution”, local industries 
would develop the capacity,to supply manufactured goods 
‘that would otherwise be imported, thus providing t the motor 
for Latin industrialization. These policies presented no chal- 
lenge to existing internal class relations, but they did reject - 
the free-market doctrines of free. trade and minimal govern- _ 
ment. High tariffs discouraged imports while subsidies and 

_ publicenterprises, which sold their products locally at below- 
bul without altaining comparable TSurs, 

‘Even in Eastern Europe, where the official rejection of 
central planning has been most intense, the picture is not 
one-sided. One example is agriculture. True, the peasantry 
was forced iato collectivization in most Eastern European 
countries. Nevertheless agricultural outputand incomes rose 
sharply from the early 1960s to the 1980s. More important, 
the insecurity and heavy work burdens traditionally attached 
to individual farming have been miti aged through collective — 
farming. 

Some ascribe this 10 thé. subsidies receiveis by collective 
orsiate farms. But even without such subsidies, iis unlikely: 

that primarily individualized farming will achieve the levels of 
both efficiency and personal security that are attainable when — 
farmers share the costs of machinery, fertilizer, irrigation and 

harvesting. It should also not be forgotten that farming in 
Germany, France, Britain, Ireland and other Western 
European countries, as well as in the US, depends on gigantic 
subsidies. 

Al the same time, the socialist central planning system 

had been building toward a crisis since the early 1970s. For - 
the Soviet Union especially, the costs of competition with the 
West were draining its resource’, The attempts to stimulate 
the socialist economies by opening wade relations with the 
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marke! prices, ie dosed lat rian _ 

gentina and Brazil did: attain ihieir aoe immediate goal of 
producing domestic substitutes for nonluxury ‘consumer 
goods. They all began to develop mac’ hine-building capacity, - 
as well during the 1960s, and by the early 1970s-the industrial- 
ized sectors of those economies started to export on the world 
market. The growth of per capita income was also generally 
high over the 1930s and 1960s. 

_-. In the end the strategy proved unsustainable, but not be- 
cause violated the tenets of free-market-capitalism. Income 
distribution remained highly unequal, sodomestic purchasing 

' power never. widened sufficiently to absorb the goods 
generated by the new industrial capacity, Even more damag- 
ing, the Latin economies were nevér able to break theif 
chronic and. debilitating’ dependence. On foreign capital, 
though this was the explicit aim of the strategy. . 

Implementation of the strategy relied. both on imports of. 
equipment and technology and on investment by multination-’ 
als. This led to chronic financial difficulties, particularly 
balance of payments deficits, as foreign multinauonals 
Femitted profits to the head office back home. By the early - 
1970s the interventionist/protectionist model was exhausted. 
it was Only revived when cash-strapped Latin governments, 
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enticed by international bankers, went heavily into debt, 

ushered in the debt crisis of 1982, ae 

‘here were other problems with the import substitulion 
straiégy. Under protectionism some companies refused to 
risk innovation and never advanced ‘tethnologically. Those 
firms also guarded their privileges, lobbying the government 
against domestic competitors seeking similar protection. 
Also, the formation of vast bureaucracies encouraged corrup- 
tion. Latin economies were vulnerable to this, because the 
nationalist movements never broke the power of 
‘the merchant capitalists and landed elite who. 
waditionally had grown rich ‘through privilege 

; rather than through productive activity. 
’ Suill, what is remarkable in the history ofim- ~ 

port substitution is not that such distortions 
emerped buttatherthat, despite them, there.was _ 
impressive economic progress. As with socialist 

central planning, a modem indostrial base was 

created in a Short period of time and per capita 
incomes rose substantially. Bul without, an 

egalitarian ideclogy or redistributive policies, 
there were immense gaps between nich and poor. 

Myth #3: The Paragons of 
Free-Marketeerism are 

the 'Miracie’ Economies af East Asia 

n 3985, Ronald Reagan boasted, “Many 
sountriesin East Asia and the Pacific have few 

resources other than the enterprise of their own 

people. But through...freemarkets they'vesoared 

ahead of centralized economies.” The problem 
here is that the Asian economics, especially those 

of Japan and South Korea, the region’s greatest 
suecess stories, aré nol now nor have they ever been free- 

market economies, ro We 3 

lnplanningand strategic financing, the state & “dominant. 

It. provides business with export subsidies, protection and- 

cheap money. According to the devel opment -economiust 

Aiden Foster-Carter, the South Korean agricultural system 1s 

virtually “a single gigantic state farm, with the 

prices, providing inputs and credit and buying the crop. 

Free markets can take little credit for.the-success of 

Japan and South Korea. In the 1950s the United States gave 

both these countries tremendous support because they served 

as bulwarks against com@Bunist expansion-Besides postwar 

reconstruction grants, Japan received nearly $2.2 billion in 

US military procurement orders from 1950 to 1953 (equal to 

$10 billion in 1989 dollars). Such orders accounted for about 

68 percent of Japanese exports Over those years. 

Outright aid to South Korea was even greater. More than 

“SY percent of Korean importsin the 1950s were financed by 

US ecanomic assistance. Like Japan, South Kore. fiourshed 

with procurement contracts during the Vietnam War years. 

By 1975 such contracts accounted for no less than one-fifth of 

South Korea's exports of gouds and services. 
States that subsidize and protect business always risk the 

misapprepriadon of resources. That happened in Japan and 

24 ; es ANG BAYAN 

Japanese workers: Are they as satisfied as they seem? 

teres 

South Korea, bduttoanun usiial extent the governments there : 

However, this stratcgy could, nol Be sustained and merely> were able to discipline ‘the corporations they protected and 
subsidized, forcing them to meet product and quality stand- 
ards necessary to penetrate export markets. In both cases the. . 
state’s power over the capitalist Class was partly the result of a 
sweeping US-directed land reform in the years immediately 
following. World War II. The United States. backed - these 
reforms in hopes of weakening left peasant insurgencies, but» 
their impaci—cven given erosion over time—was to break the 
control of landed elites and their mercantile capitalist allies. 

Workin: tagttine at UNTIL, the @uttd’s moss modern cld-rolliny geet mill — 

a 

Finally, asa matter of conscious policy, Japan and South 
Korea resiricied intervention by foreign multinationals, espe- 
ciaJly during their phases of most rapid growth, Whil¢ the 
stale aggressively promoted the apprepriation of moderp 
Kes nlagcs by domestic firms, it was not willing lo allow 

firms much purchase Om the economy. The US. 
cepuksielations of the frec-mafket,canon in the in- 

“81S Sof the overall anticommunist alliance, 
Japanand South Korea are by no means unqualified suc- 

cesses. Wages were low and working conditions harsh during 
the main period of development and they remain unaccep- 
table today. The Japanese labor market is highly segmented 
between a minority of privileged workers in the core corpora. 
lions and a majority who work long hours at low paywath fit- 
tle security. 

There is much*to oppose in the East Asian model even 
while its basic lesson—that given favorable circumstances, in- 

teHigent and ayyressive government planning can produce 
remarkable results—-remaing compelling. 

Hollow Victorles 

spite all tbeir adoration of the free-market, the 
W#® Reagan/Bush and Thatcher/Major economies remain 

depende nt on big povernment, 
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Inthe US and Britain, long-term stagnation becamé evi- 
“deat by the mid-1970s, most clearly in the falling rate of 
proat. Ja the OS the average pretax profit rate for nonfinan- 
cial corporations Lad dropped from 14.8 percent to ‘5.5 per 
cent between 1965 and 1974, and in Britain the decline was 

" frotivl7.7 percent in 1964 to 6 perceat in 196. The capitalist ” 
response was predictable: restoring profits through lowering - 

corporations in heavy debt. ‘They now dévote more than 60 
percent of their pretax profits to interest payments, nearly 

* double the burden carried in the 1970s. 
However, with sales and profits failing, firms are less” 

capable of méeting their unprecedented interest obligations. 
Banks are therefore less willing to bear the-risks of new ledd-- 
ing, and with credit tight, investment, employment and wages 

the costs of doing business. This meant pushing down wages, -~—will continue to fall, and baniqupicies to rise, 
reducing taxes for corporations and the rich, eroding or- 
ganized labor and weakening or removing regulations and 
‘work plac restrictions: State power shifted visibly in favor of 
therich through the shriveling ofsocial welfare programs-and, 
‘in Britain, the sale of public enterprises, the latest being the 
State electrical-utijity. 

Stil, ecouomic performance in the US and Britain in the: 
1980, was not Geicrmined by the free marke1. Under Reagan, 
government deticits, especially to finance military spending, 
were the driving-fcrce behind the US expansion. {n Britain 
North Sea oil was a windfall for Thatcher, increasing expors, 
raising the value of the pound sicrling and thus restraining in- 
flationary} pressures. Yet neither Reagan nor Thatcher would 
have escaped presiding | over. financial collapsé had their 
governments, in violation of free-market tenets, not inter-. 
vened dramatically 'during the 1987 stock market crash or, 
curently in the US, during the savings and Joan crisis. - 

The most proclaimed achievements of these economies 
have been the victory over inflation and the gains in manufac- 
sbruig po Oductivity. In both countries, antilabor , procapitalist 
“free-market” policies did play a significant role here, but the 
fallin ou prices in the 1980s also contributed significanuy to 
the deci_ne in infladon: 
ve ue advance touted widely by free-marketeers is the 

nals ieee 2 "5 perce for the 1970s and 2. 2 percent fos 
the. 19803. Moreover, whatever income gains thal were at- 
tained in the 1980s were very unevenly, distributed. In both 
countries, incomes for the top one percesterewbpeerly 
ae anneeuneS percent TA the 1980s. For the! ower 80 per- 
cent of bouscholds, income increases were slow or -nonex- 
istent—th .¢ consequence of falling wa ges and rising taxes; high 
uneli ployment; cuts in social services. As for tic bottom 20 
percent, laany wére plunged Into economic ruin. In America 
some two million people are homeless. In Britain, the. number 
is estumated at five percent of the adult population. 

In the US, bank failures have risen. From 1950 to 1981 an 
average of six banks failed each year, with the worst year 

Felosuses. In 1982 42 banks collapsed, and between 
1985 and 1990 the failure rate ranged between 120 and 206 
banks. Over 10 percent of all banks are in serious financial 
difficulty. 

The credit structure is crumbling, T The $500 billion price 
tag for the collapse and bailout.of the savings and loan in- 
dustry—~amounting to $4,000-85,000 per household over the 
next forty years--may be only the forward edgé of the 
valanche. The speculative frenzy, during which $1.3 trillion 

was Spent on mergers and buyouls over the 1980s, have sunk 

Mev hie 1981 
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Tt may well be that deficit-financed war- spending will be 
used once’ again as the ° ld-fashioned SoHE to economic 
crisis. 

* Utopia and Counte
rreve 

:'ven without these contradictions, the US and British 
feconomies are clearly too advanced to serve as models. 

for the world’s new free-market experiments. It-is Chile 
which is hailed as 4 plausible model i in both Latin America 
and Eastern Europe, ; 

In 1973 Gen. Augusto Pinochet's “Chicago boys"—his. 
first cam of free-market economists—administered their ver- 

‘sion of the standard IMF shock therapy in Chile. They 
eliminaied wage indexing and freed prices; slashed tariffs and 
other wrade barriers and liberalized rules for. direct foreign in- 

_ vesunent; and cut state spending-and sold state enterprises. 
The government crushed resistance to its economic strategy 
throu ghsuch methods as destroying unions and torturing and 
murdering labor organizers. 
"The first. decade of this program, lasting through 1983, 

was Catastrophic despite generous support from foreign, and 
' especially US, capital. Real wapes declined, unemployment 
rose and mass living standards fell sharply. Exports did in- 
creasé, mainly because severe wage reductions and exchange- 
fale. d valuations lowered-the. prices Of Chilean goods. But 

#nhporis rose even more, as local productioa declined. Import 
prices, moreover, were very low because of the overvalued na- 
tional currency. The, tise-ia imports led to a balance of. Pay- 
ments crisis, which in turn pee Jo the debt crisis of the 

"So Chile’ § position as s the standard-bearer of free-market . 
. achievement rests entirely on its performance since 1983. Na- 
onal income has risen for sixstraight years, at an average. an- 
nual raté of six percent, Unemployment has also fallen 
steadily, from more than 14 percent in 1983 to less than seven 
percent by 1990: Inflation averaged 18.3 percent from 1983 to 
1989, which és high in absolute terms but negligible by the hy- 
perinflation standards of other Latin countries. Also unlike 
other Latin edonomies, Chile has been able to reduce the bur- 
den of foreign debt, from 143 percent of GNP in 1985 to 78 
percent in 1989. It has also diversified exports beyond ins- 
traditional staple of copper w include lumber, fresh fruit and 
fish 
"But this record presents Only a partial picaure. While - 

overall growth since the 1983 slump has been good, it began 
from the subterranean level induced by the first decade of 
Pinochet's repression and free-market policies. Thus, evea 
with the sustained economic expansion, it was aot until 1988 
that per capita ¢ id eneied its level in 1980, or in Ioiee the 
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- asthe Key to the country’s success 

- Maintaining abysmal wages 
“was 8 matter of policy, regarded 

; io the new export industries. The 
_ 1989'real wage was only slightly 
“above that of 1980 and substan- | 
tially below what it had been in’ 
the. mid-1970s. The minimum 
wage has failed to maintain even that. degree of stability, fall-. 
ing ; sharply i in the 19805: As of 1987, it was 31 percent below 
that of 1978. ‘This divergence between the average and mini-* 
mum wage patterns highlightsthe inequity of income: dis- 

- tribution in Chile.over the 1980s, : 
Poverty, ‘hunger and homelessness have not declined, 

” However, it is extremely difficult obtain aeliable picture 
of social ‘reality under Pinochet, since the. government 
redefined many of the most basic statistical measures.ofwell- 
being, including such indicators as poverty, malnutrition, un. 
‘employment and consumer prices. 

There is another factor, one having. nothing. 10 do with — 
free markets, that has been the primary. determinant of ‘ 

--Chile’s export boom and, more generally, its economic suc- 
cess since the early 1980s: the rise of copper prices. The price 
of copper on the wholesale international market more than 

- doubled from 198410 1989, Thus; Chile has enjoyed unprece- 
dented trade surpluses. For 1988, the surplus was §2.2 billion; + 
prior to 1986 it had never.excéeded $1 billion. 

The debt-equity swapagreementsalso helped in reducing 
Ci.ile’s foreign debt burden. Crucial to: this was-the policy 
until 1990 of not permitting investors to repatriate profits 
from debt-equity investments. Now that profit repatriations 
have begun, there will be a drain on Chile's still favorable in- 
ternational balances. The full. picture of Chile’s post-1983 

_ tummaround, therefore, i is decidedly uarr unmiraculous. 

The Chilean model spells out the ¢ consequences for other 
Third World countries who want to follow the same a 
desperation of the” many, enrichment of the few, 

The opening of national economies to trade and invest- ~ 
ment via free-market policies will only accentuate capital's 
clout in confrontations with labor and government. Govern- 
mexis clamoring for free-market capitalism will Rave fo ia- ° 

_ creasingly surrender to the dictates of the capitalist class for 
more wage concessions, less unionization, more austerity and 
less poeient regulation of business. 

Shining Paths: 

needs to be confident in its fundamental economic positions. 
In plain terms this means it must not be afraid to be socialist, 
to counter free-market celebration and to defend economic 
planning aad an activist.state as a necessary brake on the 

_ assertions of capital, 
' The reasoning behind such positions is straightforward. 
First,an export-led and multinational-led investment strategy 
cannot work for everyone. It is Jogically impossible for ali 
countries to run trade surpluses, since the surpluses of some 
countries must be exactly balanced by deficits in others. 

2s 

Tha left needs to be confident in its 
~ fundamental economic positions; it. 

must not be afraid to be socialist. 

lternatives to this bleak prospect ‘can come only from. 
enewed ‘left :movements around the world. The left. 

> ANG BAYAN 

Similarly, an investment in- 
flow to some countries will 
be exactly matched’ by an . 
_ontflow, a “capital flight,” 
from others. Thus, even on 
its own terms, the model.- 
will have to fail in at least as. 
‘many Countries as it suc- ‘ 

_ ceeds. This undersccres the destructive dowiiward spiral in 
which countries” compete for multinational investment by 

~ pushing wages and tzxes as low as possible. 
“Any alternative to the export-led open economy, wher- 

ever it may be pursued, will require active state intervention. 
One strategy is to strengthen local markets for domestically — 
produced goods by increasing wages and reducing incomic ine- 
quality—a variation on some. of the features of the pepulet 

import substitution strategy. However, any_¢ffort.to raise 
wages significantly without conturrently ‘increasing produc- 
tion in domestic industry will encourage hyperinflation. Thus, 
state planning becomes necessary to coordinate all the ac- 
tivities that can raise both productivity and wages: investment 
in industrial plant-and equipment; the improvement of in- 
frastructure and marketing arrangements; and especially over 
the long term, the raising of education, health and housing * 

- Standards so that people’s lives.can become more productive, 
_88 well a more secure and perhaps enjoyable. 

Pianning of this sort does not imply the eradication, of’ 
~ Inarkets Or-the suppression of democracy. Quite the opposite. — 

In the right context, markets aré the most efficient, indeed the 
only effective tools for establishing some prices and transmil- 
ting some information as well aS rewanding people fairly for 
differences in ability and effort. The experience in the socialist 
countries has ‘made clear that gavernment planners should 
nol Squdider their energy on incyitably ineficctive efforts at 
controlling the production and marketing of soap, fresh fruit 

' of blue jeans. 
. However, the planning system does need to unshackle- 

from the market's grasp the functions that historical ex- 
perience shows it performs . -badly—the setting of an. 
economy’s overall development strategy, the guarantee of a 
minimum level of economic.security, the genération of a fair 

‘distribution of income, wealth and.cconomic power, the con- 
trol over ibe destructive side effects of profit-seeking activity : 
in the workplace, the environment and elsewhere. 

‘The challenge is to strike a balaiice by utilizing markets 
extensively bul ina framework in which the markets themsel- 
ves are socialized. Socialization of the market would entail al 
a minimum, social control of investment. 

_ Investment decisions are the primary determinant of an 
economy's overall development trajectory. Through the 
public allocation of credit, public ownership of key firnis and 
industries or other mechanisms, public institutions must : 
least set a framework ..to. channel the energies of | 
profit-secking. All governments already participate In sti 
ment decisions to some extent, but their customary role & to 
acl as public agents of private capital * 

Only socialism can challenge the capitalist rationality of 
hunger and opulence and growth via natural destruction. 
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“Own. methods have proved: completely 

insolvent. I just want to stress one thing, 

though:-in this case,.real capitalism is 

being ¢ compared with “unreal socialism,” ; 

ie. iv is the comparison of two incom-_ 

parable things. : 

'. Present-day- hiptly developer C3p- 

italisin is the outcome of many decades 

of competition between all and every- 

thing, Millions upon millions of people 

fell victini to this process, to making 

capitalism a reality. Our present beggarly 

_standard of living is the result of the 

complete absence of any competition in | 

the economy, it also-rests om the bones | 

and tears of tens of millions of innoceat - 

‘victims. Just remember that 40 million of, | 

our compatriats can hardly make ends 

meet, and add to them another ten mil- 

lion-living in abject poverty. 
Won't our atiémpts to reach the 

present-day level of development of the 
"capitalist countries lead to anincreasein | 

_ these figures as a result of the develop-. 

ment of the so-much-desired com-© 

modity-money relations? Will the state | 

be able to keep these relations within the 

proper framework? Should we tempt 

_ fateor not? Won'ta new Stalin appear in 

the foreground, supported by the said $0 

milion and almost 20 million 
buréaucrals? . a - 

am in favor af commodity producers 
I prowidé there are also. socialist 
éwners of public property of the same magnitude. Those who 

see the development of commodity-money relations as.a 

cure-all and think that the “radical change” in Lenin's at- 

" titude toward socialism refers only to the New Economic 

Aes ate all wrong. In 1923, when Lenin elaborated this ~ 

“radical change,” the New Economic Policy was useful for 

ith aly ifsupplemented by cooperation, 

However, the establishment and development of com-, 

modity- -money relations can hel psolve alotofour problems, 

scale they-are not significantly limited under the guise of 

-régulation. For instance, we can have an abundance of high- 

' quality goods. But..in a capitalist way, | 
Can these relations be developed if the present relations 

of productionare basically maintained? So far this is what the 

discussion has been about. The experience of the 20s and 30s 
shows thatitisimpossible. State production fails to withstand 

competition withthe freely developing economy and has to” 
appeal to its owner, the state, urging it to do away with the 

non-stateeconomy; this is exactly what is happening ¢ today as 

far as cooperatives are concerned, which aré still unsteady On 
their feét. Just remember the December. 1988 goverament 
resolution, which is in glaring contradiction with the Lawon 
Cooperatives. Imagine what will happen ifcooperation gains 
in strength and starts competing with the state center prises. Ol 
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What was rai 's vision ‘of 
socialism before his death? 

According to Burganov, it was 
the New Economic Policy, ~~ 

supplemented by cooperation, 
socialism as a system of 
civilized cogperators." 

ina few trifles, as loday, but-in the produc. 
Won of essential goods? We have already: 
séenital 7 

“Some may object that i in the 20s the ° 
political. system was not reformed to suit, 
the réquirements of the New Economic 
Policy and so the latter failed. The reason 
why jt was not reformed was that its 

_ basis—-the stale- -monopoly | relauons Of 
_production—remained the same; NEP did 
‘not and could not change it. Today, 
‘Similarly, the reform of the political sys- 

_ fem, if completed, will make sense only if 
. it is Capable of wansforming the state 

relauions of production into popular- 
cooperative relations. Otherwise, theat- 

~tegedly reformed political system will - 
continue fo consolidate. the administra- 
tive-and-command management. 

I would like to add to the above my 
view of the multi-party system, which ” 
many people: today. consider to be the key 

_ to the situation, lls of a superstructural 
{- nature cannot be cured with-superstruc- 

_ tural methods. No matter how many par- - 
-es there are in the country, the situation 
will be determined by those whtich supel- ; 

~-vise the basic sector of the economy.» 
r Let us consider another alternative:. 

‘some people today expect all the sectérs: 
to. be equal. In this case state production 
as the most ineffective sector will be- 
crushed by athers. 

“Su anothér suggestion: manage- 
ment is completely decentralized, the 

ministries are abolished, jhe stale enterprises are made com- 

pletely independent, each having parallel (rival) production 
enterprises (otherwise group egoism will win aver, as is the 

‘case today). In this case market relations will pumene 

develop sucoéssfully. 
However, if we leave the system of hired labor intact, the 

position of state enterprises in this ‘case will be the same as 
undercapitalism, Le, they will run ata loss and will sooner oF 
later be done away with or reorganized, : 

{i amin favor of pluralism in all social spheres, ‘including 
“the economy, which | understand as the plurality of efforts, 

, Know-how and views aimed atthe achievement ofa common 

goal. For me, pluratism is a way of searching for better forms: 
Cioriadeation of the ecorigmy, based on the universal public 
ownership of the means of production, and of national wealth 
in general. Ulumately, pluralism should serve to attain the 
truth, and a better form of existence, 

In a healthy society pluralism is as eternal as the search 
for truth! However, there is one reservation: one should not 
search in a direction which has already brought the country 
victims and hardships. There is no reason to go back to an 
idea which has put the counuy on the brink ofa catastrophe. 
Again, we have not yet tested the Leninist NEP-cooperative 
socialism. | am confident.that we will be able to achieve a 

x 
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reasonable standard of well- sans in the next three. or four esharenolders in sweden they constitute 21 percent aiid in 
years if we go over to the implementation of Lenin's concépt Great Britain their number exceeds that of labor upion 
of co tion not in words Dutin deeds. members), there are no grounds to expect that in the — 

a Pris concept suggests a system which makes it possible foreseeable future capitalistenterprises will be turned into 
to-econibine and harmonize, in the most efficient way, private’ _ people’s enterprises, i¢., belonging to the working people. _ 
interest with collective interest, collective interest—-withstateé Consequently, suchan enterprise can servethe groupinter- ». 
interest, and the latter—with public.interest-And at lastig ~~vests only of capitalist and a pari of the working people. 
reach the main target—io do.away.with the ruinous levelling- ~ On the other hand, state. enterprises makes poor use of 
out and achieve remuneration for labor...The state itselfcan-  uational interests while being more successful as far as the 
not do that, it is a sheer utopia.” These words belong to AL jaterests of the bureauctacy are concerned; this enterprise 
‘Yakovlev, Member of the Political Bureau of the “CPSU. in fact has no master or owner, for itis supervised by off- 
Gentral Committee. _ ; ~~ cials whase well-being does ot depend on the efficiency of 

the economy and, consequently, the latter is managed quite 
inefficiently. Morcover, it resists being wansferred to the, 
intensive methods of development. At the same time, a 

: tbs ake socialist couperative enterprise uniting producers and 
[ is-clear that neither in the 20s nor-now have we  Owhers of both the basic assets and the output, is objective- 

managed to effidently employ the main advantage of ly capable, from the very beginning, of forming group inter- 
socialist cooperation‘as-compared with cooperationunder ests, which, -econginically, is probably its “ony real 
capitalism. Socialist cooperation is a type of upantagonistic- advantage over capitalist enterprise, 
transformation of individual small-commodity economics- Just umagine what prospecis lie ‘ahead of a national 
inte socialist 0 ones, i.c., a means of settling the-contradic- cooperative industry, free from hired labor, being run. by 

tions between the proletariat and petty bourgeoisie i inthe: _ independent people, united together onan equal footing, 
conditions of building aalitat in a peaceful “ye without and thus vitally interested in the flourishing of production 
political violence. : and everything else needed by society! 

Unfortunately, we ‘have failed-to put this theoretical © What functions will the state retain? It will remain its - 
knowledge of ours into practice. Stalin's attitude to the —_ duty to protect the national wealth, to perform defensive 
peasaniry as the basic threat to socialist led to the policy and foreign policy functions, 10 take care of the environ- 
of eliminating this class which was allegedly hampering the ‘meni, public bealth and education, social insurance, com- 
building of.4 new society. It is true that socialism was Hot . imumications, ete. As soon as the problems of eliminating 
guaranteed from the real threat of the petty-bourgeois the power ‘ofthe bourgeoisie an@attempts to restore it are 

mentality, which was displayed mostly by peasants. This is s0lved;. any dictatorship (either personal or of the 

“the ABC of Marxism. But the meihod of eliminating the bureaucracy under the guise of the “dictatorship ‘of the 
main petty-bourgeois class which Stalia imposed on the proletariat” i is out of the question. 
party and the working claSs had nothing to do with Mar- In the absence of state ownership of civil material 
xism. The task was to eliminate the petty-bourgeois men- - production, i.c., in the conditions of production democracy, 
tality, whilé leaving the peasant as the rurallaborer-owner = "Ue right of every producer (worker, peasant and intellec- 
and the ally of the working class, taking intoconsideration | Waal) to solve the problem of distribution of the value 

his. private interests based on his share in the cooperative created by him would preclude the appearance of sucha 
property and the output ' multi-million-surong army of parasites—-the class of the 

‘Fhe advantages of cooperation lie in the fact that it is _ bureaucrats—aes we are faced with today: The power of this 
capable of solving the vital probiems not only ofthe petty class rests exclusively om the fact that it has appropriated 
bourgeoisie, but of the nation as a ‘whole"Cooperation the right to dispose of newly- produced valoes-as 1 ees. fit, - 
helps solve ‘the contradictions between private and public _ allegedly with the consent and im the seaw@ of the poopie. 

interests by furnishing conditions for the realization of © So it is pot surprising thatthe -buseaucsany afters vidleat_ 
- group interests, which is the sum total of private interests. - Opposition tkecconomic reform incorporating th 

It is thanks to these interests that former-profit-losing elements of the idea of cooperating, which should uk 
farms and state enterprises on the Brink of Nquidauion  Umately win qvez and became the p of 
begin to bring in profits when leased to” individuals or. Democracy can be tured into reghey oe prow 
transformed into cooperatives. bureaucrats, are deprived. of their 1 

Capitalist enterprise skillfully emp! oys the privatcin- © democracy alose (and this 6 a must in ee 
terests of the businessman and this is why the capitalis: sociations of free and, equal producers”) @ tepawe ar) : 
mode of production appears to be so viable and dynamic. ing to the genuine cgemocnalizalion of al) etter social _ 
Everything there centers on the ownéF OI the means of —spifcrés. e 

producuon. Despite the recent dévelopment and expansion (Tats article a fram the book, “Pereicratha and ae Con. 
of jointstock capitalasaresultaftheinvolvementofwork- — cepz of Socialism,” pubhshed-by the Nowose Press Agency 
ing people (19 percent of the US populauion are Publishing House, Moscow 1990) 

Shick ‘Group interest of producer-owners 
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.. Your-article “The Gulf After The“ 
War” (Volume XX} No:11) is a very 
disturbing piece, not because the recent ° 
Gulf War signals a very, disturbing - 

-fevelopment in the North-South con- © 
flict, but because the writer misses the _ 

more essential issues at hand,-for in- 
stance, the US imperialist agenda. In- 
Stead, the article goes into a lot of 
_bypothesizing which reduces the entire 

' 

posi-war Gulf scenario iato idle might. 

have-beens. ae 

' The article commits some major 
errors in logic, analysis and presu presupposi- 

ons, Most glating are those i in the fol. | 

wing paragraphs: . 
1 6“... Accepting an 

fReant an intact army which could once 

again. be used. to threaten US and — 
_@ionist interests in the region. Firther- 

“Would have been tremendous pressuré™ 
ior Israel to leave the Arab lands it had . 

- invaded and continue to. occupy “in 

; more, it would. have made the Soviet 

Union the peace maker’ in the Middle 
East, with considerable political weight 
in determining the post-war scenario. 
"Had Saddam Hussein voluntarily 

éaded his occupation of Kuwait, there 

violation of UN resolutions. And the 

creation of a Palestinian state would. 
have to be immediately placed on. the 

agenda. Both US imperialism and 
Zionism would have been dealt a big. 
blow in the region.” a 

c Indeed, i. was. only through war-~ 

and not through péace—that the US 
Coithd achieve iss objectives. Accepting an 
fragi withdrawal from Kuwatr would 

have meant leaving Jrag wuh an intact 

army which could once again be used ta 
threaten US and Zionist interests in the,’ 
region. Furthermore, it would have made 
the Soviet Union the peacemaker in the 
Middle East, with considérable political 
w se in determining the post-war order. 

Iraqi 

‘withdrawal from Kuwait would have 

~ Soviet 

a Rea ader’s 3 Vi vis ew : ve: _— a 

-Too hard on ree 

_Anit had! Saddam Hussein vokuntarily 
ended his ocaipation of Kuwait, there 

. would have been tremendous pressure for 
Jsrael to leave occupied Arab lands.*) 

This is a purely hypothetical 
scenario and ignores facts entirely. . 
There is a bothering assumption here’ _ 
that Saddam Hussein is responsible for’. 
the entrenchment of US imperialism. 

and Zionism. Itshould be remembered 

that the US has had a very strong 

presence in the Gulf even before the 

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and that the - 
American presence in the -region is 

clearly to pursue a complete imperialist 

agenda: to perpetuate the US-Israeli © 
“geeurity schemeagaiast the Palestinians 
and the other Arab peoples; enlarge 
US oil interests and control in the Gulf 

area and the entire Middle East; andto 
keep down any country like.Iraq ina 
statewof political subordination and 
economic underdevelopment US im- 
perialismi and Zionism will create a - 
Saddam or any pretext to wage awar — 

and to establish: hegemony. Also, the 
Union, 

sponsored peace plan, cannot have 
been a major force in the Gulf conflict 

or.lis post war: The fact that. the Soviet 
j ith the US- ec 

Onien went ae Rs pOn Ore, Heights, exterd its political influence in 
UN- Resolution already attests to its in- 
ability or unwillingness to go against 

the wishes of the United States and its 

Alles. . 
2. the! US victory has greatly . 

ae ished the cause of Arabunity. U.S 

- Imperialism cleverly exploited the rival- 
ry of Syria’s Maffez Assad and Egypt's 

Hosni Mubarak with Saddam Hussein: 
and their need for ecoriomic benefits 
from the West, the Waditional enmity 
ofSaudi Arabia and other pro-Western 

Arab to Iraq, and Turkey's desperate 
wish to join the European Community 

10 enlist their support in the war 
against Iraq. Even when the war 50 . 

‘This cfitique was based on & draft of AB’ & Guit war article, which ee me 
salting changes before publication. Thus, those parts of ie aricle quoted here are 

Somewhat cifferent from or do net appear in the published text i tve English edition of 
AB. The final version is enclosed in preciosa and printed in tatic8 Ed. 
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noiwithstanding its 

~ clear ay went against the intent of UN* 

: resolutions, these Arab leaders did not _ 

dare back out of the US-léd coalition”. 
(The US victory has greatly 

~ dimivished the cause of Arab unin, US 
imperialism cleveripexploized therivalries 
among elite Arab rulers and their narrow 

- and selfish interests.. Thus, they allowed . 
‘the US to take over the solution of a 
problem which should have beer mainly - 
placed in Arab hands. Worse, they ap~ 
proved the use of US military power to 

‘yight Saddam Hussein's wrongful oc- 
cupation of Kuwait instead. of deter-: 
minedly seeking a Pee pole 
sokution.*) : 

Assad’s joining the eraitugn isa 
“~producx, of. cold calculation,.. of 

geopolitizal thinking, rather than mere 
“rivalry” With Saddam. Syria's interest 
is 10 consolidate its control and in- 

fluence in Lebanon, reclaim the Golan 

the Middie East and on the PLO. Toa 

certain extent, Assad succeeded. It is 

wrong to say tlere is a “traditional en- 
mity” of Saudi Arabia with Iraq. Saudi~ 
and other Gulf States consider Iraq as a 
counterweight to Iran. (The points being 
cruicized here have been edited out of the 

final tea.—Ed.) 
The US victory which diminished 

Arab unity has another aspect: there 
“was a popular sentiment and unity 

among the different Arab Sei 
against US imperialism, 
Stas “The US can be expected to use 

the PLO’s support of Saddam Hussein. 
as an excuse to exclude thenrout of the 

process or limit thelr participation . [t 
has the help of conservative Arab 
Slates, such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt, 

whose inherent hostility to the PLO, 
muted in the past, has been brought 
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From the editor , 

| Party debate. 

into the open by the war. The tradition- 
al supporters of the PLO and the Pales- 

tin- fan movement have ‘new ties’ with 
US imperialism, both political and. 

economic, which- will prevent them 

froin asserting an independent stand on 

~~thre Palestinian question.” 
- C..while dealing with the Pales- 

_ anian question has been placed on the 
un iarder of the day, the manner in which i 

will be deat with will be decisively in- 
fluenced by the US. The US can be ex- 

_ pectéd.to use the PLO's support of Irag 

as an excuse to exchide them out of the 
process of setting up a. Palestinian state") 

This is the Western propaganda . 
line to isolate the PLO. and the Arafat 

be stressed { is the role, the PLO tried to 
_ play in arriving al a negotiated settle. 

” nicat principally through the mediation 
ofthe Arabs, We should also re 

the difficult position of the P 
pojat oul the ‘injustice and difficult 
position and the double standard of the, 
UN and the international community, 

vis-a-vis their struggle. = 

it is inaccurate to say that there is” 
an “inherent hostility”, between PLO 
and the conservative Arab states like 

Saudi Arabia and Egypt The PLO 
oe Took at their relation this way. 

4, “But ofily the democratic and 
progressive forces in the Arab world — 

can pose a strong political and moral 
challenge to US imperialism. The out- 
come.of the war in Uke Gull has stiown - 
only to clearly that the interests ofthe - 

Arab people and nations cannot bee 

terved by the autocratic elites which — 
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A Clarification 

“In the January-February 1991 issue, the AB editorial 
-.| €ommittee decided to open the publication as a forum 

| for debate on major and burning Issues- affecting the 

Party and the whole revolutionary movemem. The Ex-" 
ecuthve Committes of the Central Committee’ has 

Clarified that 2 is Rebofusyon, the theoretical journal of 

the CPP, which is the proper and official forum. for inner- . 

‘However, AB wil continue to provide awed 

materials and hard data on the various issues being - 

“article on the post-war Gulf simation 
comes Out witha sharperanalysis ¢ of OE TS ie 

Const ISSUES. 

hold sway in many Arab countrics - 
“today. And neither can it be served by~- 
" dictators who because of the-very na- 
ture of their rule, fail to muster the full 

. moral and poliucal strength of. their 
own people and all positive forces in’ 
the world. In the end like Saddam Hus- 

~ sein, they will not ‘be able to effectively > 
stand up to US military might-and - 
erode im perialism’s political Lees for . 
unleashing that might” 

It is’ unfortunate that the: articie 
ends with’a hard hook against. Saddam 

Hussein and not on US imperialism. _ 
’ This item is uncalled for. ILcontributes 
tothe demonization of Saddam and im-. 

- plies that it is even justified for US im- 
petialism to take action to topple him. 

- Tt would be of ereater value if the 

nature Of US imperahein, “Sharply 

. defining the nature of the ocontradic- 
tions. We should avoid getting drawn 

‘into -the  paramiciers. of bourgeois 
analysis. We owe it to ourselves and ‘the 

AB. readers-to. forward-and. propagate. - 
_ ML analysis. As is, the article puts the 
~whole burden and blame on Saddam, 

implying that his removal will bring |» 
‘about democracy. Rather we should 
focus on the. machinations of US im.) 
perialism and keep alive the cries and — 

_,demand of the Arab/[slamic peoples 

and the peoples of the world for the. US 
to held. accountable for its crime 
against the Iraqis and the Arabs. 

Comrade Ame 

Utrecht, Nethertands 

ANG BAYAN 

Sddbleden Thee wean ye aN 
tation and is in response to the strong demand by Party. | 
members for access to Manist studies and décumerts-|- 
which will help them to participate in the aac ‘mal. 
wellinformed and fruitiul way. . . 

The Socialism Sefies: starath by AB wil be. thai: 2 
"tained as a regular feature within the parameters ot the | 
above clarification. 

All other aspects of the orientation set by AB for the | , 
1990s remain in place. The positive resporise of a wide | 
section of the AB readership to the first issue of 1991 is |. 
most appreciated, As in the past, AB welcomes and wil | . 
give space to feedback from its readers on the contents | 
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ERRATA 

We apologize to our readers for 
~_ some errors in the March-April issue. 

- 1. On p. 9, first column, Sth par: 
“M70 light machinegun” should be 
“M60 light machinegun.” 

2 On p. 14, third column, ist par.: 
“seven towns of Luna, Rabel’ and 

be “séven eae in Luna, Kabugao | 
--and Calanasan.” 

3. On p. 26, third column, 2nd par.: 
“Two NBI anti-narcotics agents who 
were assigned to. investigate the drug — 

_ Syndicates. also disappeared and are” 
likely-to have been-salvaged” should be, 
“Drag syndicates were also behind the 
killing of two NARCOM agents on a 

___ Surveillance mission.” 
oi Accomrade din: Northern Luzon ; 

also pointed out an inconsistency in the 
*. layout of the Jefluary-February issue. 
~The ‘front cover’ carries the theme, 
“Popular Struggles on the Upsurge.” 
However, as oné turns the page, One js 

--eonfrenied by a headline anda lead ar 
ticle (Why we fell short Of the target") 
which panies ‘this theme. The ar- 
ticle on page 5 . “Stormelouds of Sep 
tember to - December 1990," which 

“depicts the mass struggles of the last 
‘nalfof 1990, should have boen the main: 

story. 
Also on p. 19, ‘first column, 2nd 

pars. “On Jan. 16, 1990, the US and its 

allies started the massive and relentless 
air bombing of Iraq” should be “On Jan. 

AB editorial staff 

st 


